Who is this project about?

Welcome to the Frank Falla Archive, the website that aims to encapsulate the experience
after deportation of all Channel Islanders sent to Nazi prisons and camps.

Deciding who to include and who not to include is not as straight-forward as you might
think. For readers of Protest, Defiance and Resistance in the Channel Islands: German
Occupation 1940-1945 (Bloomsbury Academic 2014), a book | co-wrote with Paul
Sanders and Louise Willmot, you’ll recall that I estimated that between 200 and 250
Islanders were likely to have been deported to these locations. This number was based on
known names plus estimates based on the length of prison sentences (records of not all of
which survive) and likelihood of deportation. At the time of writing (August 2017), this
upper number has not yet materialised and, with so many French Archives missing or
destroyed, we are unlikely to ever reach the true figure. However, | suspect that the
number presented in this website is not too far off the final figure.

For those from Jersey who are familiar with the figure of 300 quoted by the late Joe
Miére, it is important to be clear that Joe and | are counting slightly different things. |
made the decision not to include those sent to civilian internment camps, even for acts of
resistance, while Joe included these numbers. This is because the experiences in
Biberach, Wurzach, Laufen, and Liebenau (etc) are much better documented and the
experience there is not a mystery. It was also far more humane than that of Nazi prisons
and concentration camps.

| am also including only those who were in the Channel Islands at the outbreak of the
occupation who were deported, so my figures do not include members of the
Organisation Todt who came to the Channel Islands during the occupation, even if their
court records are mingled with those of islanders. Of course, one cannot always tell who
was here before the occupation as not all occupation registration cards survive, and many
aliens records are closed, missing or destroyed in Guernsey and Jersey. This means that
of course I include Jews deported during the occupation, but only those sent to Nazi
prisons and camps. | also include foreign nationals who lived in the Channel Islands
before the Germans arrived, whether they were English, French, Dutch or another
nationality, although discovering when they arrived is not always easy.

| have also taken the decision to include those from Guernsey and Jersey who were
deported to Alderney. Although this is still within the Channel Islands, these people were
still deported and include the names of people still well known in the islands for their
ordeal there.

It is entirely possible that, at the end of the project, we will still be missing some people.
This is why | need the help of families of those affected. I invite you to contact me to let
me know what information and family documents you have: photos, stories, records,
memoirs, diaries ... I’d like to see it all! Please get in touch with me by clicking on the
contact us tab.






