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COMI TÉ I N T E R N A T I O N A L  DE LA C R OI X - R O U G E
S E R V I C E  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  D E  R E C H E R C H E S  

3548 Arolsen [Waldeck) Allemagne

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R A C I N G  S E R V I C E  

3548 Arolsen (Waldeck) Germany

I N T E R N A T I O N A L E R  S U C H D I E N S T  

3548 Afolsen (Waxdick) Deutschland

I
Téléphone! Arolsen 434 • Télégrammes! ITS Arolsdh J

iArolsen,' 4"th December I964

Our Ref.: TD-932 252
Your Ref.: HNp/ 7 6 3 (HG II8II/I8)

The Foreign Office
L 0 N D 0 N, S.V. 1 
England

Re: W.H. LAIME

Dear Sirs,

With reference to your letter dated 4 th. November 1 9 6 4, 
please be advised that the following information is contained 
in our records:

LAINE, Walter, born 27 April 1918 in St. Peter Port, 
Nationality: British or French, - was in the 
"Strafanstalt Frankfurt/Main-Preungesheim" in the 
year 194З (exact date unknown).
Document 13О3/43 issued by the "Strafanstalt Frankfurt/M. 
Preungesheim". Prisoner's Register Book No. 1363/43 of 
the "Strafanstalt Frankfurt/Main-Preungesheim".
He was imprisoned in the "Polizeigefängnis Frankfurt/Main 
since 11 November 1944- (Reference No.: 10209 IF 1c2).
Documents consulted: Nominal list established by the 
"Strafanstalt Frankfurt/Main-Preungesheim"; Nominal list 
established by the "Oberstaatsanwalt Frankfurt/Main"; 
"Gefangenenliste" established by the "Polizeigefängnis" 
in Frankfurt/Main.

Yours sincerely,

Go

N. B u r c k b a r d t  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t o e  I . T . S .



W a l t e r  Henry LAINE, " C a r o l i n a " ,  Houm te l ,  V a l e ,  G u e rn se y ,  C . I .
O c to b e r  1964.

Aÿ the b e g i n n i n g  o f  Ju n e  1943 I  was a r r e s t e d  by th e  G es tapo  i n  Guernsey  
and c h a rg ed  w i t h  r e t a i n i n g  my w i r e l e s s - s e t  c o n t r a r y  t o  German o r d e r s ,  
l i s t e n i n g  to  th e  B .B .C .  and c o n v e y in g  the  news to  o t h e r s .  I  was p u t  
i n t o  the Guernsey  p r i s o n  on June 2 4 ,  1943 and when t r i e d  by the  
German T r i b u n a l  i n  the  Roya l  C o u r t  was s e n t e n c e d  to  15 m o n th s ’ 
Im p r iso n m e n t .  I  d i d  a b o u t  f o u r  weeks o f  t h i s  i n  the  l o c a l  j a i l  b e f o r e  
b e in g  t a k e n  t o  an annexe  o f  D i j o n ,  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  H a u t e v i l l e .  H e re  we 
had  F rene j j  g u a r d s  and a German c h i e f  and t h i s  was the  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
my p e r i o d  on s t a r v a t i o n  d i e t .  We were n o t  p e r m i t t e d  to  r e c e i v e  e i t h e r  
Red C ro ss  m es sa g e s  o r  l e t t e r s ,  and no p a r c e l s  e v e r  g o t  t h ro u g h  t o  u s .

Then on December 19 ,  1943 I  was t a k e n  to  S a a r b r ü c k e n  p r i s o n  where 
I  s t a y e d  j u s t  o v e r  t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e  b e in g  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the  
S t r a f g e f a b g n i s  F . P . M 7 7 ~ ^ a n k f u r t - o n - M a i n  where I  s e r v e d  most  o f  my 
s e n t e n c e  u n d e r  S . S .  g u a r d s .  I  was i n  s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t ,  e x c e p t  when 
w o rk in g  in  a  shed  i n  one o f  t h e  p r i s o n  y a r d s  and h e r e  I  worked on 
n u t s  and b o l t s  w h ich  were u sed  f o r  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and r e p a i r  o f  
German t a n k s .  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law p e r m i t s  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  
th e  Germans d o i n g  t h i s  w o rk ,  b u t  I  h ad  no c h o ic e  b u t  to  do i t ,  a lo n g  
w i t h  two o t h e r  Guernseymen,  Norman D e x te r  and G e ra ld  D o m a i l l e .

On c o m p l e t i n g  my s e n t e n c e ,  o n .O c to b e r  2fL^  1944 I  was t a k e n  to  a n o t h e r  
p r i s o n  i n  F r a n k f u r t  and g iv e n  my own c l o t h e s  and so l i t t l e  fo o d  t h a t  
I  c o u l d  n o t  l i v e  on i t .

F o r t u n a t e l y  th e  A l l i e s ’ advance  i n t o  Germany f o r c e d  th e  N a z i s  to  
t a k e  a l l  o f  us o u t  j 3 £ _ p r i s o n  on a f o r c e d  march i n t o  the  i n t e r i o r  o f
Germany and i t  was w h i l e  on t h i s  t h a t  I  met up w i t h  my two f r i e n d s
f ro m  F r a n k f u r t ,  D e x t e r  and D o m a i l l e .  When we r e a c h e d  S t r a u b i n g  I  was 
p u t  in  p r i s o n  a g a i n  and t h e r e  I  met a n o t h e r  young Guernseyman, Sydney 
A s h c r o f t ,  to  who I  r e f e r  in  th e  e n c l o s e d  l e t t e r .

I n  a l l  th e  t ime I  was in  p r i s o n  I  was n e v e r  g iv e n  a number .  F i n a l l y
I  was r e l e a s e d  on A n r  i l  3Q-.—194Jï^by th e  a d v a n c in g  A m erican  Army. A l l  
th e  time I  was i n  p r i s o n  I ,  a lo n g  w i t h  the  o t h e r s ,  was s u b j e c t e d  to  
th e  m ost  a p p a l l i n g  t r e a t m e n t ,  m à in ly  by b e i n g  s t a r v e d  and  a t  th e  
s l i g h t e s t  p r o v o c a t i o n ,  b e a t e n .  I  was d e n ie d  e v e ry  human r i g h t  s u c h  
as Red C ro ss  l e t t e r s  and p a r c e l s  and m e d ic a l  a t t e n t i o n .  On o u r  f o r c e d  
m arch  a c r o s s  Germany many o f  th o se  on i t  d i e d  th ro u g h  s t a r v a t i o n ,  
m a l n u t r i t i o n  o r  u t t e r  e x h a u s t i o n ,  and i f  t h e y  f e l l  by th e  w ays ide  
th e y  were j u s t  l e f t  t h e r e  to  d i e .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I  s u r v i v e d ,  though  I  
was i n  v e r y  p o o r  s h a p e .

I  must  s t r e s s  t h a t  when I had co m p le te d  my s e n t e n c e  th e  N&lia were 
su p p o sed  to  s e n d  me on t o  the  i n t e r n m e n t  camp a t  L a u f e n ,  b u t ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  
th o u g h  th e y  h a d  t ime to  do t h i s  b e f o r e  the  A m ericans  r e a c h e d  F r a n k f u r t ,  
t h e y  had no I n t e n t i o n  o f  d o in g  so and in  a l l  they  d e t a i n e d  me a b o u t  
s i x  months o v e r  my s e n t e n c e .  I d i d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  22 months i n s t e a d  of.l3.5o

When I  was t a k e n  to  p r i s o n  in  F r a n k f u r t  I  was accompanied  by a n o t h e r  
w i r e l e s s - s e t  o f f e n d e r  f ro m  G u ern se y ,  Mr. P e r c y  M i l l e r ,  who was d r i v e n  
mad by th e  N a z i s  and d i e d ,  r a v i n g  mad, i n  h i s  c e l l «  While  I  was a t  
F r a h k f u r t - o n - M a i n  p r i s o n  o t h e r  Guernseymen t h e r e  i n c l u d e d  Nomran D e x t e r ,  
G e r a l d  D o m a i l l e ,  F r a n k  F a l l a ,  C y r i l  Duquemin and E r n e s t  Legg; w h i l e  
th e  bunch  o f  J e r se y m e n  t h e r e  i n c l u d e d  the  l a t e  Canon C l i f f o r d  Cohu 
and J o s e p h  T i e r n e y .  O th e r  Je r sey m en  d i e d  a t  Naumburg and I  saw no 
more o f  J o s e p h  G i l l i n g h a m  a f t e r  he l e f t  F r a n k f u r t .

N o te :  I  would r e f e r  you  to  th e  copy e n c l o s e d  o f  a  l e t t e r  t h r e e  o f
us s e n t  to  the War O f f i c e  tow ards  the  end of  1945 .

M  Jlcci
( W a l t e r  Henry b&ixik*/)

/ U ’ ■G u e r n s e y ,  O c to b e r  19640 ( s i g n e d )



FORM A for use by 
surviving victims of 
Nazi persecution

l + N p . j / w r .

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A BRITISH 
VICTIM OF NAZI PERSECUTION

N.B.—1. Before completing this form it is important to read carefully the attached Notes for Guidance 
and then to answer all questions fully.

2. Please attach all documentary evidence to the form. All documents sent will be returned.
3. All applications must be received before the 31st of July, 1965.
4. Acceptance of an application for registration does not constitute a right to participate in

the distribution.

Surname.........

Other names... 

Address..........

SECTION ONE—IDENTITY
f /

....... ..........................t.
(?Ou tÖ ч !  -xr̂ iел*

.......... л.
/О

О  •

SECTION TWO—NATIONALITY

I. How did you acquire British nationality?
(Please write YES opposite the method that applies and delete the others)

(a) By birth?. ...(If so, please attach birth certificate)

(b) By marriage ?...................... (If so, please attach marriage certificate and birth or naturalisation
certificate of husband)

(c) By naturalisation ?...................... (If so, please attach certificate)

(d ) By some other method ?...................... (If so, please give full details)

2. If you are not British by birth what was your previous nationality ?

Do you still retain that nationality?.................................................

If not, when and how did you lose it?............................................... .
(Please attach all documentary evidence)

20048—2 4618—2 (2)
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3. If you are a dual-national—

(a) Where were you ordinarily resident on the 9th of June, 1964 ?.

(Please attach all available evidence, e.g., receipts for rent or rates, &c.)

(b) Have you been in Crown Service under Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom ? 
(If so, please give full details and dates)

(c) Are you the holder of a British passport? (If so, please give number and full details)

SECTION THREE—PERSECUTION

1. Please give, on a separate sheet, the following details of your imprisonment:
(a) Name of camp or other place of detention, its situation, its general conditions and régime;
(b) Dates of imprisonment and of release; prison number; reasons for imprisonment and

circumstances in which it arose;
(c) If you are suffering permanent disability as a result of treatment received during your

imprisonment please give full details of its nature and cause;
(d ) Any other information you consider useful and relevant.

(Please attach all documentary evidence)

2. Have you at any time received any payment in respect of this persecution ?. 
(If YES please give full details)

I hereby declare that all the above statements are to the best o f my knowledge and recollection 
true in all particulars.

Signature. - ....^

/
CUcrxQ

2 u

\

Date.



COPY

W. H . Lain<f,
4 P à rk  S t r e - e t ,

S t .  P e t e r  P o r t ,  
G u e rn sey ,  O i l .  

2 3 /1 0 / 4 5 .

To Whom I t  may C oncern ,  War O f f i c e .

S i t s ,  ------- We the  u n d e r s ig n e d  a re  w r i t i n g  on th e s e  t h r e e  f o l l o w i n g
s u b j e c t s :  F i r s t l y  we f e e l  s u r e  the  a n x i e t y  and s u s p e n s e  o f  th e  u n d e r 
s ig n e d  M rs .  A s h c r o f t  i s  som eth ing  you w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  r e g a r d i n g  h e r  
so n ,  Sydney A s h c r o f t ,  who was im p r iso n e d  by the  enemy th r e e  y e a r s  ago 
f o i  the  o f f e n c e  o f  r e t u r n i n g  a blow to  a German s o l d i e r  and s t e a l i n g  
fo o d  from  a  German k i t c h e n .  Such a c t s  th e  enemy d ro v e  th e  c i v i l i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  to  do . The young man was 24 y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  h e i g h t  6 f t .  S i n .  
had  b lu e  e y e s ,  f a i r  h a i r ,  when l a s t  s e e n  was s c a n t i l y  c l o t h e d  in  
t o r n  d a r k - g r e y  f l a n n e l s  and a s p o r t s  c o a t  w i th  2 o r  3 b u t t o n s ,  c o lo u r  
unknown.

I  th e  u n d e r s ig n e d  W a l te r  L a in e  was th e  l a s t  known p e r s o n  to  see  
him when we w ere a t  p r i s o n  in  S t r a u b i n g  in  Germany where we had  a r r i v e d  
a f t e r  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t  from  F r a n k f u r t .  The e x a c t  a d d re s s  I  d o n ' t  know, 
b u t  i t  i s  a v e r y  b i g  p r i s o n ,  e i t h e r  in  o r  so  c l o s e  to  a r a i l w a y  as 
to  have  t r a i n s  ru n  to  some o f  th e  e n t r a n c e s .  I 'm  s u r e  the  a u t h o r i t i e s  
c o n c e rn e d  w i l l  know i t .  On th e  m orn ing  o f  2 4 th  A p r i l  1945 a b o u t  
4 ,8 0 0  c i v i l  p o l i t i c a l  and c r i m i n a l  p r i s o n e r s  were l i n e d  up in  the  
p r i s o n  y a r d  and th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  the p r i s o n  p ic k e d  o u t  the  w o r s t  c a s e s  
o f  I l l n e s s ,  w eak , o r  m ost w r e t c h e d - l o o k in g  p e r s o n s .  Sydney A s h c r o f t  
was p u t  w i t h  them. A l th o u g h  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  was p o o r ,  had  he b een  
g iv e n  the  same food  as we had to  e a t  w hat l i t t l e  he  c o u ld  have  e a t e n  
as h i s  t h r o a t  was t r o u b l i n g  h im , as  f a r  аз I  can  judge  he would have  
l i v e d  a t  l e a s t  a w eek. Hoping some o f  t h e  p r i s o n  s t a f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
th e  c h i e f s  hav e  b een  rounded  u p .  I  am s u r e  the  r i g h t  a u t h o r i t i e s  
c o u ld  h av e  them answ er as to  what was done w i th  th e  group  o f  s i c k  men 
on the m o rn in g  o f  2 4 th  A p r i l .  Shou ld  he be dead  th e n  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
he was m urd ered  in  some b r u t a l  manner su ch  as b e i n g  g a s s e d  o r  s h o t .
F i n a l l y  we would l i k e  to  p o i n t  o u t  we, Sydney A s h c r o f t ,  Norman D e x te r  
and W a l te r  L a in £  had  a l l  f i n i s h e d  our  s e n te n c e s  and were b e i n g  k e p t  
In  p r i s o n ,  t r e a t e d  as  though  we were c r i m i n a l s .

The se c o n d  m a t t e r  i s  ab o u t 15 to  20 A ng lo -A m erican  p a r c h u t l s t s  who 
w ere im p r is o n e d  in  S t^ a fg e fan g n is  P re n g e s h e im ,  F r a n f u r t - o n - M a in  from  
ab o u t  J u ly  8 th  to  Sep tem ber  1 s t ,  1944. These d a t e s  a re  n o t  e x a c t  b u t  I t  
was d u r in g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  Only t h r e e  o f  th e  men d id  we s e e .  T h e i r  п а те з  
w ere im p o s s ib l e  to  g e t ,  b u t  s h o u ld  the  m a t t e r  be o f  i n t e r e s t  to  your 
es teem ed  d e p a r tm e n t  I  c o u ld  d e s c r i b e  th e  t h r e e  men, two o f  whom were 
A m erican  and 1 an E n g l ish m an .  A f t e r  b e in g  ab o u t k l  weeks on  h a l f  r a t i o n s ,  
th e  p a r a t r o o p e r s  ( t h e y  were d r e s s e d  in  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h i n g )  w ere  ta k e n  
f ro m  the  p r i s o n  we d o n ' t  know w h ere .  S h o u ld  they  be l o s t  we a r e  w i l l i n g  
I  may say  e a g e r  to  answ er any q u e s t i o n  we c a n .

F i n a l l y  we, Norman D e x te r  and W a l te r  L a ine” w ere Im p riso n ed  f o r  h a v in g  
a w i r e l e s s  r e c e i v i n g  s e t  and a cc u se d  o f  s p r e a d in g  p ro p a g a n d a .  D e x te r  
18 m o n th s .  Laine" 15 m on ths ,  same o f f e n c e .  On f i n i s h i n g  the  15 months 
on th e  2 5 th  O c to b e r ,  1944, I ,  W a l te r  L a in â ” was a g a in  im p r iso n e d  in  
s o l i t a r y  c o n f in e m e n t  i n  the P o l  i c e -G e fä n g n is  in  th e  town cf F r a n k f u r t -  
on-M ain . A l th o u g h  n o t  t o l d  s o ,  I  b e l i e v e  th e  r e a s o n  was as  I  d id  n o t  
v o l u n t e e r  to  work in  the  f a c t o r i e s  as  a w orker o f  l i b e r t y  I  am s u r e .  S i r s ,  
the  i n j u s t i c e  done to  p r i s o n e r s  was inhuman and o u t s i d e  a l l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
la w .  Norman D e x te r  was t r e a t e d  l i k e w is e  h a v in g  f i n i s h e d  h i s  s e n te n c e  
a b o u t  two weeks b e f o r e  the  e v a c u a t i o n  o f  F r a n k f u r t - o n - M a in  p r i s o n s  the 
whole 3 to r y  o f  ou r  en d u ran c e  i s  to o  lo n g  to  t e l l  as  I  know. S i r s ,  
b r i e f n e s s  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  We th e  A nders Igned  would l i k e  in f o r m a t io n  i f  . th e re  
i s  any p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  th e  enemy h a v in g  to  pay c o m p e n sa t io n  th ro u g h  the 
B r i t i s h  Government to  such  p e o p le  as o u r s e l v e s  as  I 'm  s u r e  i f  I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  law  d o e s n ' t  c o v e r  su c h  a c t s  as  com m itted  by th e  enemy. On a l l  
t h r e e  q u e s t i o n s  we w i l l  do o u r  u tm o st  to  h e l p  s h o u ld  t h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
be a c c e p te d  f o r  i n q u i r y .  M eanw hile ,  S i r s ,  we re m a in  in  a n t i c i p a t i o n ,  y o u r  
s i n c e r e  and o b e d i e n t  s e r v a n t s  ( s ig n e d )  W. H. L a in ^ ”, Norman D e x te r ,

M rs. H. A s h c r o f t .


