was 97p. The Post Office decided to waive this surcharge and applied a
new framed mark in red inscribed ‘JERSEY POST / CHARGES
WAIVED’. This handstamp measures 57 x 32 mm.

THE GERMAN OCCUPATION - THE DEATH OF A
CHANNEL ISLANDER - JOHN HENRY INGROUILLE 1920-
1945 by Ron Brown

There is a group of Channel Islanders deported during the German
Occupation to prison camps in France and Germany, many of whom
suffered terrible treatment at the hands of the Germans leading to their
deaths. These were the civilian prisoners sent to penal prisons, and in one
case Buchenwald Concentration Camp, whose ‘heinous’ crimes include
listening to and distributing BBC news, making ‘V’ signs and defamatory
remarks against the Germans.

The stories of many of these prisoners have been recorded, but that of John
Ingrouille has not previously been fully told.

John lived with his parents at Miellette Bay,
Vale, Guernsey and worked for the German
forces at the Vale Mill (Fig.1). He was
denounced to the Germans by two fellow
workers, Mrs Brewster and her daughter,
who alleged he had incited them to commit
sabotage and claimed to have 800 men
ready to revolt.

On 31 December 1940 the Military Police
arrested John at this home. The following
day his father went to the HQ of the
Feldkommandantur at Grange Lodge, but
could not obtain any information except that
his son was in prison. On 2 January 1941
their home was searched during which
much damage was caused. The search was repeated several times during
that week, on one occasion the Brewsters being present. Nothing
incriminating was found except a knife and fork which were confiscated as
German property. John’s parents and Miss Hampson, who was living with
them (referred to in John’s letters as “Reenie”), were interrogated in a

brutal manner. It was not until three weeks later that they learned that John
was in a Guernsey prison.

At his trial, held on 11
February 1941, the
Brewsters gave evidence
against him. He was
sentenced to one month’s
imprisonment for theft of
the knife and fork and five
years hard labour for
treason. On 7 March 1941
he was sent to Caen Prison
in  France where he
remained until his transfer
in June 1942 to Rheinbach

'S Zuchthaus (Penal Prison),
o) Germany. During his time
IS i in Caen he spent several
1/\ € ‘ weeks in hospital
£ . recovering from typhoid

fever
Some time towards the end
of 1942 he was transferred
to the Wehrmachtunter-
Suchungsgefangnis (Armed
Forces Investigation
__ . Prison), Berlin. On the 8th
Fig.1. Vale Mill December 1942, in Berlin,
he faced another trial when the Brewsters again testified against him. His
sentence was upheld and he was sent to Brandenburg-(Havel)-Goerden, a
penal prison administered by Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp.
On 1 May 1945 Berlin was captured by the Russians and Brandenburg
Prison was liberated. John was sent to a Displaced Persons Camp where he
was found by a unit of the British Liberation Army who arranged his
repatriation to Guernsey. John’s health had been severely undermined
during 4%2 years imprisonment. On his way home to Guernsey John
became ill and was admitted to the British Military Hospital in Brussels
where he was diagnosed as suffering from TB and meningitis.
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Major D M Beaugié, a fellow Guernseyman serving with the Royal Army
Medical Corps, wrote to his own father on 6 June 1945 ‘Thanks for the very
interesting GWP (Guernsey Weekly Press). 1 have passed it to a fellow
Ingrouille who is a patient here. He knows you and was arrested and taken
to Germany on a charge of inciting two women to commit sabotage, and
was sentenced in Berlin to five years imprisonment. He is in here with a
chill only I think.” On 11 June he wrote a further letter. ‘I mentioned
Ingrouille in my last letter. He wasn’t my patient then, but since he has
become very ill and I have taken him over and found he has TB and
meningitis, poor chap. I am afraid there is no hope for him at all — we
would try to get his people over here from Guernsey if there were any point
in it, but he recognises nobody and it would only distress them. He has no
pain at all and won’t live very long now. We sent a notification to them
that he is dangerously ill. I don’t know whether you know his folk or not.
The address is ‘Dunromin, Miellette Bay, Vale'. I passed on your
Guernsey Weekly Press to him much to his joy and he read it cover to cover
before he became delirious and seemed very happy to have had a breath of
Guernsey again. If you see his folk assure them that everything possible is
being done by us all, but it would not be fair to give them any hope or to
encourage them to wish to see him. It is a most tragic case — the saddest
I've had over here — just on his way home after all these years. He was a
charming fellow — all the sisters fell for him and he certainly hasn’t let
Guernsey down — he never once complained and never really realised how
ill he was. Enough for tonight.’

John Henry Ingrouille died at 7.00 pm on 13 June 1945 aged twenty-four
(the same evening as the note above was written) and was buried in the
Military Cemetery at Evere, near Brussels. After 16 months of dedicated
effort his parents finally obtained permission for his body to be exhumed
and brought home to Guernsey. The reburial took place on 24 October
1946 at the Vale Cemetery with the service being conducted by the
Salvation Army.

The letters which John wrote during his captivity show consistent courage
and optimism. He never grumbled about the hardships he had to endure,
but sought always to reassure his parents that he was in good health and
expected to be home soon. He was popular with his fellow prisoners in
Caen and Berlin, several of whom tried to get in touch with him after the
war and the Padré at the Maison Centrale Prison Infirmary corresponded
with his parents for many years after his death.

John’s father, writing after the war to a Dutchman who had been a fellow
prisoner of John’s in Germany, said:-

‘I can assure you my Friend that life does not hold much for us, times are
bad...my home was destroyed by the Germans so now we have nothing left.
We are all alone in this world to face the future and that is unknown to us’.
Twenty years later in 1965, Mr & Mrs Ingrouille, together with other
Islanders, benefited from the £1,000,000 paid by the Federal German
Government in compensation to victims of persecution and suffering at the
hands of the Nazis. A year later they presented a stained glass window to
the Vale Parish Church as a memorial to their son. It was dedicated by the
Very Rev E L Frossard, Deane of Guernsey on Sunday 13 March 1966.
After the war there was much resentment against the Brewsters. Letters to
the Press asked why they were allowed to remain at liberty and they left the
Island after being advised to do so. It is difficult to understand the reason
for the Brewsters’ betrayal — they may have sought to ingratiate themselves
to the Germans. The German Court appears to have given credence to their
absurd allegations without any corroborative evidence. Perhaps it was
hoped the heavy sentence passed against John so early in the Occupation
would prove a deterrent.

John Henry Ingrouille 1920-1945 and his pathway to death

Arrested 30 December 1940
Sentenced 11 February 1941
Imprisoned

30 December 1940 — 7 March 1941 Guernsey

7 March 1941 — Late 1941 Maison d’Arret Caen

Late 1941 — June 1942 Rheinbach Zuchthause

Penal Prison, Germany
Wehrmachtuntersuchgefhinger
(Armed Forces Investigation
Prison) Berlin

Brandenburg (Havel) — Géerden,
Berlin (a penal prison
administered by Sachsenhausen
Concentration Camp).
Schonbeck displaced persons camp

Late 1942 — Early 1943

Early 1943 — May 1945

Released May 1945
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May 1945 — 13 June 1945 Admitted to the British Military
Hospital, Brussels whilst on his
way home to Guernsey after over

four years of brutal treatment.
John died on 13 June 1945

Following John’s arrest on 30 December 1940 he was imprisoned in Guernsey
for nine weeks during which time he was not allowed to send or receive
letters.

After being sentenced to five years hard labour for sabotage John was
transferred to Maison d’Arret, Caen, France on 7 March 1941 and was then
allowed to both receive and send letters.
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Fig.2a.

Fig. 2a is a letter from John in Maison d’Arret, Caen addressed to his
mother in Guernsey dated 10 August 1941. The letter is postmarked 25
August and received 20 September, a journey time of over five weeks.
Unlike prisoner of war and internee mail which was post free, postage was
required on letters to and from civilian prisons. This cover is unstamped
and received the French “T" (taxe) mark showing postage was due, but no
surcharge was made.

The endorsement ‘Per Courier Allemand S.V.P." has not previously been
recorded on Channel Islands mail, nor was it necessary as there was no
other way to send mail to the Channel Islands except through the Feldpost
system.



Fig.3.

Fig. 3 is a further cover from Maison d’ Arret, Caen to his mother in Guernsey.
A If stamp has been attached. The correct postage rate was 4f, but the letter
was not surcharged. The red crayon mark at the top left appears on the other
correspondence from Cacen prison and is probably a censor mark. ‘acheminer’
(forward) has been added in blue crayon beside Guernsey.

Fig. 4 is a cover datestamped 1 January 1942 from Maison Centrale, Caen.
Progress is being made with postage and the letter now has stamps to the
value of 2f 50c (correct rate 4f)! Again the letter is not surcharged. The letter
was probably posted outside the prison as it is datestamped Caen 1 January
1942 and backstamped Jersey 5 January, a journey time of only four days.

Fig.d.

In September 1945, when answering a letter from a Dutch friend of John's
who had been with him in Brandenburg prison, his father said that their house
had been destroyed by the Germans. This may be why John’s letters to his
parents, after the end of 1941, were sent to a new address — ‘La Moye, Vale’
instead of ‘Dunromin, La Miellette, Vale’.

Fig. 5 on the next page is a printed letter form from the Maison Centrale
Infirmary dated 2 December 1941. John says he is suffering from influenza
which was incorrect as he was later diagnosed as having typhoid fever and
was in hospital for 7 or 8 weeks. The letter had to be in French and was
probably written by one of the nuns at the hospital. The letter is signed by
John “Votre fils qui pense a vous souvent. John xxx’ (Your son who often
thinks of you).
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(") Désigoation do I'établissement

On 16 February 1942 the Bailiff of Guernsey made representation to the
Feldkommandantur for a reprieve for John.

Nebenatelle Guernsey
der
Yeldkommandantur 515,

21.4,1942,

To
The Baliliff of Guernesey,

With referance to your letter of the 268th February,

1942, 1 beg to inform you that the request for reprisve in

favour of John Ingroullle has been submitted to ths Wilitary
Commander in r‘rnr.ce. A declslion has not yet been pronouncad.

(6igned) #URRST VON ORTLINGEN,
Rittmeister,

Tranalation,
Nebanetalle Guernsey
der
Faldkommandantur 515,

To tha Bailifi of Guernsey,

Re: Renquest for Grace tor John Henry Ingrouills,
Your letter of 2A,2.47,

I beg to inform you that by 'iaoiaiou of the Buparior
Command of the Aray, dated 1%5.4.42, the request for grace
has been rejeactad.

(Signed) DK. BROSCH,

Krisgsverwnltungsrat,

Fig.5.
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Fig.6.

Fig. 6 is a translation of two letters in April and May 1942 sent to John’s
parents informing them that the appeal had been rejected.




After the dismissal of the appeal John was transferred at some time in June
1942 from Caen to Rheinbach Penal Prison in Germany.
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Fig. 7 is John’s first letter from Rheinbach Zuchthaus (Prison for capital
offenders) dated 4 July 1942 was received in Guernsey on 18 July, a
Jjourney time of only two weeks. Fig.7a is the accompanying envelope.
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John was transferred from Caen to Rheinbach via Paris and in his letter,
written in French, he asks his parents whether they had received a parcel of
his clothes which was despatched by the ‘Prison de Paris’ as similar to his
experience at Rheinbach he had to wear prison uniform.

Reverse side of envelope Fig.7a reduced in size

(To be continued in the December Journal)
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The German Occupation — The death of a Channel Islander -
John Henry Ingrouille 1920 — 1945 by Ron Brown  (Continued).




Figure 8 on the above page is the prison regulations which were enclosed - In late 1942 John was transferred to the Wermachtunter-

in the previous cover. During his first six months in Rheinbach John was Suchungsgefrangnis (Armed Forces Investigation prison) Berlin and was
only allowed to send one letter, but could receive a letter every six weeks. re-tried in No. 2 Court, Reiche Court martial, Berlin where his original
sentence was upheld.
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Figure 9 above is an English translation of the Rheinbach prison rules.

Fig.10.



Figure 10 above is a Notice from the Judge Advocate General of the Reiche
requiring John to attend his re-trial.

Senat des Reichskriegsgerichts

Berlin-Charlottenburg, den ©.7.,/43
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am ...

Der Oberreichskriegsanwalt
StPL.(RKA).Z. 298173

Fig.11.
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Figure 11 above confirms that the verdict at John’s trial on the 8"
December 1942 was upheld on the 29" December 1942.

In early 1943 John was transferred to Brandenburg (Havel) — Goerden
which was a ‘“Zuch Haus’ (Penal prison) connected with Brandenburg
(Havel), which was an Arbeits Kommando administered from
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp.

Wohnung

(Stralle und Hausnummer)

Fig.12,

Figure 12 above is a postcard from Brandenburg (Havel) — Géerden with
incorrect postage of 6pf instead of 15pf. The postcard was returned to John
who added ‘20/4/43 This postcard has come back to me insufficiently
stamped so the prison authorities are re-sending it again’ although there is
no indication of additional postage having been added.

Figure 13 below on the next page is a postcard dated 18 April 1943 from
Brandenburg with the correct postage of 15pf.
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- Figure 14 is a letter postmarked 22" April 1943 addressed to John's

parents in Guernsey. The letter is not in John’s handwriting, although his
name is shown on the back as the sender together with his prison number
and address. As it is endorsed ‘Via Cherbourg — Granville’ it would seem
to have been written by someone else who was familiar with the routing of
mail to the Channel Islands. It was most likely posted outside the prison —
John was only allowed to send the official prison postcards.

The cover has received the Frankfurt (e) machine transit censor mark. In all
foreign mail censor offices ‘A’ (Auslandsbriefprufstelle) preceded the
identifying office letter. Riemer states that the mark on the above cover was
in use between March — June 1944 and is relatively rare. Here, however,
the postmark is eleven months earlier than noted by Riemer. A small boxed
cachet 254 of an individual Frankfurt censor appears twice on the reverse.

Finally, after 4% years of imprisonment, John was liberated from
Brandenburg prison in April 1945 and transferred to a displaced persons
camp in Schonbeck where he was found when a detachment of Glasgow
Hiﬁhlanders took over administration of the camp from the Americans. On
29" May he wrote to his parents telling them he was free, was with the
British Army, and hoped to be home soon.
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Figure 15 above shows Capt. J.H.Crook with a group of Russians at the
displaced persons camp in Schonbeck awaiting repatriation.

Within a week of obtaining his freedom John was admitted to the British
Military Hospital in Brussels where it was thought he was suffering from a
chill. A week after his admission John died of TB and meningitis.

Major D.M.Beauié, a Guernseyman serving with the Royal Medical Corps,
wrote two letters to his own Father in Guernsey with details of John
Ingrouille. The letters were dated 6" and 11" June 1945.

After sealing the second letter Major Beaugié wrote on the back of the
envelope (see Figure 16 below) — ‘June 13 sealed up before I remembered
Ingrouille — he is sinking fast now — hasn’t been conscious for about a week
and won’t become so. I got the Chief Consultant of the British Army out
here to see him yesterday and he agrees that nothing will be done and that
he will not become conscious again’.
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John Henry Ingrouille died at 7.30pm on 13 June 1945 aged just 24.

I wish to acknowledge the Late Joan Flood, a member of the Channel
Islands Specialists’ Society, who assembled this collection of letters
and carried out extensive research enabling the article to be written.

Mulready envelope to Cherbourg from Jersey?
by Alan Moorcroft FRPSL

I was interested to read Tony Peter’s response, in vol.32 No.3. concerning
the Mulready envelope to Cherbourg, shown again below.

Looking at the illustration of the cover again I notice that it is endorsed
*10g’ (in manuscript between the datestamp and the illustrated lion) which
would equate to a French inland charge for 1840 of 8 dec — Granville to
Cherbourg just over 100km. If, as seems highly probable, it was posted on
board a ship from Jersey it would also have attracted a sea postage charge
of ldec — thus explaining the total 9dec charge. This accords with the scale
of charges the Late Barrie Jay RDP, FRPSL and I published in Vol.10 No.3
and Vol.22 No.2,

I have referred to the French Postal history specialist, Chris Hitchin, who
confirmed this calculation and explained this accords with the postal
charges published in ‘Les Relations De La France Avec L’angleterre Tome
1 by Michele Chauvet, pages 53-85.
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the foot in fine unmounted mint condition. Please contact the Editor or
Brian directly on email brian.sole@btinternet.com or Tel: 01932 220677
Andy Mazzara in the USA is still looking for the Guernsey Imprint u/m
blocks of Y2d Light Green Arms (1st printing), and the %2d Bright Green
Arms (6th printing) — if you can help please contact the Editor.

John Henry Ingrouille - a last word.

by Ron Brown

Following my article serialised in the last two Journals
I have received some interesting copy papers and a
photograph via the Mark Lamerton collection. These
include copies of statements taken by Lieutenant
Barber, a police officer, serving with No. 20 Civil
Affairs Unit, Force 135, who was stationed in
Guernsey and Alderney pictured on the right. One of
Barber’s tasks was to look into the Ingrouille case.
Signed statements were taken in July 1945 from both John’s parents and
also from a close friend of many years, Alice M. Hubert. The salient points
from these statements are summarized hereunder:

“We married in 1920 and had one son, John, born in 1921. Prior to the
occupation of the Island by the Germans our son was employed as a worker
in glass houses and on the land and also went to Jersey during 1940 to help
with the potato crop there. When the Germans came our son was still living
at home and went to work for a Mr Collis at Paradise, Vale and then went
‘on to work for the Germans as a cook at The Mill, Vale. He seemed quite
happy in this work and had an officer to whom he worked and seemed to
quite like him who used to take him out shopping quite a lot and to the
pictures. He never complained of ill treatment by the Germans. Also
working in the kitchen was a woman named Nellie BREWSTER and her
daughter Frances. Shortly before Christmas 1940 our son brought home a
knife and fork for safety which he said belonged to his officer as he was
going away and would give it back to him when he returned putting them in
his chest of drawers in his bedroom.

At 5.00pm on the 31st December two Germans came to the front door and
searched John's bedroom looking for a gun. John was taken by the
Germans a half hour later as they said he had stolen a knife and fork. Two
days later two Germans returned with another and Mrs BREWSTER and
subsequent visits were also made. Mrs BREWSTER confirmed to the

Germans that the knife and fork were those she had mentioned. When
asked why John had been taken one German said that they had not lost a
gun, but that John must have had something as he told Nellie BREWSTER
hg had got 800 men ready to shoot us. Some five or six weeks later further
visits were made by the Germans asking for John’s friends which we could
not respond to and then a Guernsey policemen called for John’s ration
cards. and then another advised later that John had been taken to Jersey to
be tried there by the Germans. We then had a letter from our son stating
that he would sue Mrs BREWSTER and her daughter for the lies they had
.told z.about him. We then heard that our son had been sentenced to five years
In prison and was to be taken to France. We remembered John saying once
that he had seen Mrs BREWSTER one day coming out of one of the
German’s bedrooms with only her dressing gown on. We believe it was
partly through this episode Mrs BREWSTER told the Germans lies about
our son. To our knowledge he never did anything to justify being arrested
by the Germans. He never mentioned anything against the Germans and we

are positive he had no intention whatever of getting together 800 men to
shoot the Germans”

1870 Ballon Monté Ville de Paris to Jersey
by David Gurney FRPSL

Ata Roya! Philatelic Society London regional meeting at Crowborough last
August Michael Berry showed this fascinating letter dated 12th December
1870, the 87th day of the Siege of Paris, addressed to a Monsieur Henri
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