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'I I Ik. ГOl.LOWING is a s ta tement  by JACK HARPER regarding

PALI. GOURDON: 4.;

In July J945 all G uernsey political p risoner.- лч re  placed in the 
hole of a cargo  boat including my self and ,ve proCue«ifcU to Jersey  where а 
num ber of po litica l p r is o n e rs  from  Jersey  were a l s o  placed oil boar о and 
one ot uicin included Paul Gouruon.

I . -t. .• - ' ' "
We proceeded to G ranville , Г ranсe , and subsequently to G er

many. When iii G erm any we л е и  sp lit up into groups and sent to various 
s la v e -la b o r cam ps. Paul Gourdon .vas in my group and ve »vent to Neoffm- 
geit, bovanju after being p ro cessed  at A ugsearg Prison.

We were put to work on the ra ilro a d  track  witn pick, axe, fork, 
and shovel, digging a trench  ; m is .vas in August, 1945. We were .vorking 
in p a irs  and Paul Gourdon .vas my p a rtn e r . On the second ли irk oay Paul 
suggested  we m ake a run fo r it because we baa tne .v.itKis at tiie back of us 
ana the guard  at our end would go up in the signal box to r  Ins b ee r.

The following uay 1 agreed  to have a go at it. We dropped our 
picks and ran  through the woods. A fter five (5) days living on the land we 
were c ro ss in g  a field and had to pass a signal box when I heard  a voice shout 
halt! I lookeo back and saw a ''pung man arm ed  with a r i l le .  Paul ana I 
s ta r te d  to run  for it and he t ahead of m e. 1 could hear the ba lle ts  com 
ing very  c lose to m e so I ho llered  to Paul to keep going and I threw  my hands 
in the a ir . 'ih e  G erm an cam e up and butted m e with the r if le  and .ve went 
buck to the signal box where I was placed in the coal hole.

L a te r a G erm an policem an cam e and took me to the local police 
station . 1 was unable to tel] them  w here 1 escaped front so 1 was tran sfe rred  

a n i 'm h v  of prison«- in G erm ant until they located me.

K- was in,. ui" «и-' an I n i'lii’ p  1 -'as S',,/seriue i! |_v r e 
turnee tu Augsburg p. sun and receive^ e ... jig.u UR) day« so lita ry  con
finement with bread aim water. A fter а и-л cays in the hole the G erm ans 
took m e oui in the yard  for e x e rc ise  wh r e  I saw Paul Gourdon. 1 told him 
go gel be bind m e, which he die, and he tola m e that lie had gotten to the 
Belgian Border and was feu by a fa rm er but la te r  the fa rm er turned him in 
to tin  Germ an pol ice.

I was re tu rn ed  to Neoffingen slave  cam p and was beaten many 
tim es. Paul never cam e back so I thought he hau been placed in the oven.
It was not until O ctober 19o5 when 1 was in G uernsey on a v isit and the 
G uernsey P ress  re p o r te rs  cam e to me for a sto ry  which they published л i111 
my photograph that Paul, who was on a holiday in G uernsey front Je rsey , 
read  the story  and found nay a d d ress  and cam e to see  m e.

1 noticed that his righ t a rm  was disab led  ana he was highly 
em otional and suffering front loss ot m em ory and it was me that advised hint 
tu I .  e и i application i o .  v 11 p e .is -' • !  . 1 1 ne.'io  n - i 1-1 on i n  a  prison
H l . O  V i l . C -  I l U A '  1 • IV-' И / W o  ^  O O  с  У О  » I Ш.К.. U '  t u « . . . , .  V j. \  4. . * ._ V ' - -*  b i d  „ e ! ,  t  '  .
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V r \

FORM A for use by 
surviving victims of 
Nazi persecution

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A BRITISH 
VICTIM OF NAZI PERSECUTION

N.B.—1. Before completing this form it is important to read carefully the attached Notes for Guidance 
and then to answer all questions fully.

2. Please attach all documentary evidence to the form. All documents sent will be returned.
3. All applications must be received before the 31st of July, 1965.
4. Acceptance of an application for registration does not constitute a right to participate in

the distribution.

Surname.

SECTION ONE—IDENTITY

Ш А Р Ж Е -
%! A  d Л " .Other names.................

Address..  . / / . . . -  / X . Æ . . Æ Æ . T , . ................ M I A M I

......................................................... V ' S A>....

SECTION TWO—NATIONALITY

1. How did you acquire British nationality ?
(Please write YES opposite the method that applies and delete the others)

(а) By birth ?...^^oS!?$^*...(If so, please attach birth certificate) ' A

(б) By marriage ?......müüZ!..... (If so, please attach marriage certificate and birth or naturalisation
certificate of husband)

(c) By naturalisation ? T - - i......(If so, please attach certificate)

(d ) By some other method ? -—  ...... (If so, please give full details)

2. If you are not British by birth what was your previous nationality ?... 

Do you still retain that nationality?....................................'.................

If not, when and how did you lose it?...........
(Please attach all documentary evidence)

20048—2 4618—2 (2)



•c'
3. If you are a dual-national—

(а) Where were you ordinarily resident on the 9th of t, /

....... .......................................................
(Please attach all available evidence, e.g., receinu <•................................

lor rent or rates, &c.)
(б) Have you been in Crown Service under Her Majest >

(If so, please give full details and dates)  ̂S Government 'n l^e United Kingdom ?

(c) Are you the holder of a British passport? (If so, please give number and fu], delails)

SECTION THREE-PERSECUTION

1. Please give, on a separate sheet, the following details of your imprisonment:

(a) Name of camp or other place of detention, its situation, its general conditions and régime;
(b) Dates of imprisonment and of release; prison number; reasons for imprisonment and

circumstances in which it arose;

(c) If you are suffering permanent disability as a result of treatment received during your
imprisonment please give full details of its nature and cause;

(d ) Any other information you consider useful and relevant.
(Please attach all documentary evidence)

2. Have you at any time received any payment in respect of this persecution ?.
(If YES please give full details)

\ HEREBY DECLARE that all the above statements are to the best of my knowledge and recollection 
true ш^аЦ particulars.

STATE OF

#ÉtW*fcy«éf*tfy that/  ✓ v - с-- -  , . л
personally afepeifed befort me this <hrr and’ a d in a r/ 
due execution of the lore jo ln f instrument, vmmss,

and afficial seal, this.

¥ Ч л -L
1L
, l U f

Signature1...

Date.

HOTARY fWBUC, STATE OF FLORIDA Al L -T

* »»■> М ю иаи тлтв V. вюггжшоШГ



STATEMENT OF JACK HARPER REGARDING COMPENSATION CLAIM' ,

Following is a sta tem ent by M r. Jack H arper regard ing  in ju ries  r e 
ceived and lo sse s  in cu rred  during his in ca rce ra tio n  as a po litica l p r iso n e r  
under the Nazi reg im e during the y ea rs  from  M arch 1942 to May 1945:

"I was a B ritish Police Sergeant se rv ing  with the G uernsey States 
Island Police F o rce  in G uernsey, Channel Islands, England; a position  I 
held fo r 20 y e a rs , with 15 com m endations to m y c red it during that tim e.

At about 6:40 p .m . on F rid ay , July 20, 1940, I was on p a tro l duty 
on foot in the m ain town, St. P eter Port, G uernsey, when I h ea rd  the drone 
of heavy bombing planes approaching the Island from  the d irec tion  of F rance .
I looked skyw ards and saw about 6 Nazi bom ber p lanes which w ere  c le a rly  
m arked  with the Nazi sw astika. G uernsey at that tim e was an open city , 
and th e re  w ere  no B ritish  F o rc es  on the Island a t that tim e  except fo r the 
Police F o rc e  and Special Police who w ere  unarm ed.

The Nazi p lanes c irc le d  the town and flew over the harbour bombing 
and m achine gunning tom ato laden trucks which w ere  unloading produce fo r 
shipm ent to  England.

Incendiary bom bs w ere dropped and the whole a re a  surrounding  the 
town harbour was on f ire , including tru ck s .

The bombing and m achine gunning la s ted  fo r about 30 m inutes and as 
a re su lt a num ber of B ritish  c itizen s , m ale  and fem ale , w ere  k illed  and 
wounded. When the a ir  ra id  had ceased  and the bombing planes had re tu rn ed  
to F ra n ce  I p roceeded  to the town harbour and a s s is te d  in the rem oval of the 
dead bodies to the m o rtu a ry  and wounded to the hosp ita ls. I was overcom e 
by sm oke fum es but rem ained  on the job.

Two days a fte r  the a ir  ra id  on the Sunday evening at about 7:30 p. m. I 
was on duty at the C en tra l Police Station, St. P eter Port, when my Police 
Chief ca lled  m e by phone and requested  m e to d rive  him in the police ca r 
accom panied by the Deputy Police Chief and Police Constable Plevin to the 
a irp o r t to m eet Nazi Arm ed F o rc es  which had landed a t the a irp o r t  in Nazi 
troop c a rry in g  planes.

The Police Constable and I w ere  d re sse d  in full uniform  including 
Police helm ets and the Chiefs w ere  a ttire d  in plain c lo thes. I p roceeded  to 
the S tates A irpo rt and parked  the Police c a r  outside on Main Road, and we 
a ll four walked along the drivew ay leading to the te rm in a l building.

We w ere  approached by sc o re s  of heavily a rm ed  Nazi so ld ie rs  and 
because  of the fac t that G uernsey was the f i r s t  B ritish  p o ssessio n  to be 
occupied by Nazi fo rces  num erous photographs w ere taken of the four of us 
by a Nazi officer who had a box cam era  strapped  to his chest. T his being 

/p e rfe c te d  fo r propaganda p u rposes. Following th is I was in stru c ted  to d rive  
dtlie Nazi Commanding O fficer, My Police Chief, and another Nazi O fficer who 
■gsat in fron t with m e and was holding a 4 5 -ca lib re  rev o lv er betw een his leg s , 
gto the Royal Hotel, Glatgny Esplanade, St. Peter Port.

I I p roceeded  to the Royal Hotel and was followed by a convoy of c a rs
äfvhich had been confiscated  by Nazi fo rc e s  from  local re s id e n ts .

On a rr iv in g  at the Hotel I was in the custody of the G erm an officer and 
we sa t in the hotel lobby together.

All local p re s s  rep re sen ta tiv e s  on the Island w ere called  to the hotel 
and la te r , with the Nazi o fficer, I had to p roceed  to Havelet House, St. Peter 
Port, and req u es t M r. A m brose Sherw ill, the G uernsey A ttorney G eneral to 
accom pany m e to the Royal Hotel; an o rd e r  from  the Nazi Com m ander.

B O R I S  S P A S E F F .  A T T O R N E Y  A T  L A W 1 7 4 1  S .  W .  8 T H  S T R E E T M I A M I  3 5 ,  F L A .



This having been com pleted I was in stru c ted  to p roceed  to La Vallon, 
St. M artin s, and bring  to the Hotel M r. V ictor C arey, the P residen t and Chief 
Judge of G uernsey Island. During th ese  journeys I was e sco rted  by heavily  

! arm ed  Nazi fo rces  following in a ca r.
I

A m eeting  was held in the hotel betw een Island officials and the Nazi 
I Commanding O fficer and a bulletin  was issued  to the G uernsey P ress  fo r 
I official publication and the m eeting subsequently  ended and I was p e rm itted  to 

re tu rn  to norm al duties a fte r re tu rn ing  the Island officials to th e ir  hom es.

About two weeks before  the Nazi occupation of the Island num erous 
local re s id en ts  evacuated the Island leaving behind them  m ost of th e ir  w orldly 
p o ssess io n s.

As a re s u lt  of the evacuation a num ber of evacuees ' hom es w ere 
j occupied by Nazi fo rces  and la rg e  quantities of valuable clothing and m erchan - 
I d ise  w ere  rem oved from  the hom es by the Nazi fo rces  and shipped.to G erm any.
i
; I was on duty a t the police office and m any tim es rece iv ed  telephone
' ca lls  to the effect that Nazi fo rces  w ere  b reak ing  and en tering  the hom es of 

evacuees and rem oving th e ir  persona l p ossessions and I was pow erless to take 
any action  regard ing  th is because the whole Island police fo rce  was under d i
r e c t  o rd e rs  from  the Nazi m ilita ry  comm and and gestapo.

A curfew o rd e r  was issued  by the Nazi comm and that a ll local res iden t^  
be in doors by 10 p .m . , with the exception of the local po lice fo rce , who w ere  py r 
p e rm itted  by specia l Nazi o rd e rs  and p a ss  to p a tro l the Island from  10 p .m . to 
6 a .m . F rom  June 1940 to M arch 1942 these  o rd e rs  w ere  c a rr ie d  out under 
very  try ing  c ircum stances  and at tim es som e local po lice  o fficers  w ere  shot at 
during th e ir  tour of duty at night.

F o r about a y ear of Nazi occupation we w ere  p e rm itted  to re ta in  our 
rad io  se ts  and lis tened  atten tively  to the BBC broadcasts  by Colonel Britain who 
was advising c itizens in a ll Nazi occupied coun tries to sabotage the effo rts of 
the Nazi Regime by any m eans possib le; such as: vandalism , pating V signs on 
s tr e e ts ,  doors, and Nazi occupied buildings. L arceny  was alsoencouaged to 
slow down and bring the w ar to a fa s t and ending solution.

Local re s id e n ts , including police o f f ic e rs , began com m itting all kinds 
of ac ts  of sabotage; such as: pating V signs in s tre e ts  and on p roperty . Purlo in
ing G erm an sausage and food products of the F rench  Governm ent and brought to 
G uernsey fo r Nazi fo rc e s  consum ption. G ranulated sugar was p laced  in pe tro l 
tanks of Nazi driven c a rs  owned by G uernsey re s id e n ts  and sabotage becam e so 
p reva len t that the Nazi High Command was offering m onetary  rew ard s  fo r the 
a r r e s t  of person  o r p ersons involved but th e re  w ere  no re su lts  from  this offer.

In M arch 1942 Police Constable Kingston Bailey and Police Constable 
F rank  H. Tuck w ere  on night duty and at about 1 a .m . they w ere pa tro lling  
T ruchot S t . , St. P eter Port, when they found a Nazi M ilita ry  Food S tore  in se 
cure . The s to re  was filled  with canned m eats  and soups m ade in F rance . The 
o fficers  concerned decided to rem ove som e of these  products and w ere in the ac : 
of doing so when two m em bers of the Nazi m ilita ry  fo rces  and G estapo cam e at 
them  with rev o lv e rs  draw n. Both o fficers  w ere detained under Nazi m ilita ry  
custody.
I

In consequence of th re a ts  of the firing  squad and o ther to r tu re s  to whict 
I these o fficers  w ere  subjected  by the Gestapo and s ta tem en ts  m ade by these  J officers under re m o rse  and ex trem e p re s s u re , the whole G uernsey police fo rce  v 
•was taken into custody by Nazi m ilita ry  fo rc e s  and detained. A num ber of 
I police o fficers w ere re le a se d  and eighteen o ffice rs , including m yself, w ere  de
tained  in a B ritish  m ilita ry  fo r tre s s  at the C itadel, F o r t George, G uernsey undei 
N azi m ilita ry  guard.

ere
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The Gestapo, following the detention of O fficers Bailey and Tuck, searche 
[all police O fficers ' hom es for F rench  food p ro p erty  of the peoples of the T h ird  
G erm an Reich and did not find one so lita ry  item  of food. All of the o fficers  de
tained w ere taken sep ara te ly  to Nazi h eadquarte rs  and w ere  questioned by 6 
m em bers of the Gestapo and each officer was tre a te d  with the utm ost b ru ta lity .

d

I was the la s t o fficer to be interview ed and in te rroga ted  by the Gestapo 
and during th is tim e I was knocked to the floo r, kicked in the stom ach by the 
Jackboot and m y face was sp it on and I was ca lled  a bloody l ia r  by the Gestapo 
chief in broken English. They accused m e of sabotage, and holding m eetings 
with o ther o fficers in m y hom e with a view of w recking the effo rts of H itle r 's  
a rm ies  of the Peoples T h ird  Reich; a ll of which I denied. Following m ore  
appearances fo r questioning we w ere  a ll charged with com m itting ac ts of sabo
tage against the Peoples T h ird  Reich and subsequently  tr ie d  by a G erm an Nazi 
M ilita ry  Court and sen t to various concentration  cam ps in F ran ce  and Germ any.

Eighteen G eurnsey police o fficers , including m yself, w ere  p laced unde : 
m ilita ry  e s c o r t  in the hole of a F rench  cargo boat and battened down. The boat 
proceeded  to Je rsey , Channel Islands. We stayed th ere  overnight and the 
following m orning w ere  tra n s fe r re d  to the boat with a num ber of Je rse y  political 
p r iso n e rs . We landed at G ranville, F ra n ce , and w ere  taken to Caen, F ra n ce . 
L a te r , O fficers Tuck, F riend  and m yself, in company with a num ber of F rench  
po litica l p r iso n e rs , w ere  t ra n s fe r re d  from  F ra n ce  to L andsberg  P rison , G e r
m any, and subsequently  t ra n s fe r re d  from  L andsberg  to Augsburg Prison . F ron . 
A ugsberg, 60 -F rench  p r iso n e rs . O fficers Tuck, F rien d  and m yself, w ere  taker 
to a s lave  labour cam p at Neoffingen which had been se t up for work on G erm an 
ra ilro a d s .

I

We w ere  all put to work with p ickforks and shovels on G erm an r a i l 
road  tra c k s  rem oving old tie s  rep lacing  sam e by new tie s . The sam e work 

, applied to old r a i ls  rep lacing  them  by new. My personal effec ts, which in 
cluded a gold w ris tle t  watch, 18 c a ra t gold ring , civ ilian  clothing, 2 new suit 
ca ses , a top coat and 25 pounds in cash , w ere  taken from  m e at Augsburg. In 
p lace of th is I was given a thin and ragged jack e t, a s h ir t  and tro u s e rs  and a 
p a ir  of wooden shoes. I had never used a pick axe in my life  before  and did 
not know how to do so. The Nazi labor m a s te r , whom I understand  w asa p r e 
w ar strong  m an in a c irc u s , was in charge  of the w orking gang and was one of 
Satan 's best. F o r  som e reaso n  o r o ther he picked on m e from  the beginning of 
m y in ca rce ra tio n . I would be doing m y best to use the pick axe and he would 
take it away from  me; shout in G erm an; show m e how to use it; and beat m e 
a c ro ss  the back witb the fla t side  of the axe. He a lso , from  tim e -to -tim e , 
beat m e with a six -pronged  fo rk  with the fla t s ide  a c ro ss  m y back. On another o_ 
occasion he hit m e on the head with the f la t p a r t  of a shovel. When the labour 
gang was se rv ed  a t noon tim e with soup and a p iece of black b read  the labour 
m a s te r  would deny m e a ra tion  and I had to stand  up while the o thers  sa t down 
and a te  th e ir  ra tio n s . This kind of trea tm en t to m e o cc u rre d  m any tim es.
When we would re tu rn  to the Camp at Neoffingen a fte r  w ork, the labour m as te r  
would inform  the camp comm andant that I did not work and fo r that I was denied 
m y supper and chained to a post in a standing position  a ll through the night. In 
the m orning I was re le a se d  and sen t to work without food. As a re s u lt  of this 
trea tm en t I becam e weak and lo st weight rap id ly  - -  weighing only 84 pounds.

! I w eighted 190 pounds befo re  th is.

At one tim e when I was working on the ra ilro a d  track  th e re  had been a 
I se v ere  f ro s t during the night and e a rly  in the m orning I had to pick up a m eta l 
j plaque and this stuck to my fingers and it to re  away the skin from  m y finger - 
! tips on m y rig h t hand. I was in se v ere  pain and I showed m y fingers to the 

labour m a s te r  and he sim ply  beat them  with a pronged stick  which he was 
j ca rry ing  and o rd e re d  m e  back to work. The fingers  healed without trea tm en t 
I but the lit tle  finger was sp lit open and itchy. I showed it to the cam p command- 
j ant on Sunday m orning a t the cam p and he picked up a p a ir  of s c is s o rs  and cut 
! the top of m y l it tle  finger off. I have the s c a r  to prove th is . I co llapsed  on 
i the floor and he hicked m e in the stom ach and ca lled  m e an English swinehund.

- 3 -
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On another occasion I was ca rry ing  som e m etal plaques down the tra c k  with m y 
both hands. I had to pass  the labour m a s te r  who was peeling an apple with his 
bayonet and, as I p assed  him , fo r h is own sad is tic  p leasu re  he jabbed the 
bayonet about an inch deep into m y left buttock and I lo st a considerab le  amount 
of blood by his action.

I rem ained  in th is camp a t Neoffingen fo r a period  of about two y e a rs , 
during which tim e I was s ta rv ed  and beaten so  m any tim es that m y m entality  
becam e im paired  and m y health  was broken and I was t ra n s fe r re d  with two 
F rench  p r iso n e rs  to K assheim  P rison  in 1944. I was la te r  taken to a labour 
camp with o ther p riso n e rs  and worked in a shell case  fac to ry  n e a r  K assheim .
I rem ained  th e re  until F eb ruary  1945 and as the w ar was nearing  its  end a ll 
p r iso n e rs  in the camp w ere  o rd ered  to m arch  back to K assheim  p riso n  - - a  
d istance of about 60 m iles . When back in K assheim  one m orning the labour 
m a s te r  who was in charge of us a t the Shell F ac to ry  o rd e re d  a ll p r iso n e rs  in 
m y room  to pa rade  outside to rece iv e  lea th e r  shoes; rep lacing  wooden shoes.
I was in the to ile t a t the tim e of the o rd e r  and when I en te red  the room  all the 
o ther p r iso n e rs  had left the room  to be fitted  with lea th e r  shoes. When they 
re tu rn ed  the labour m a s te r  began to sc re a m  at m e; dragged m e out in the hallway 
and knocked m e down on the flagstone. As a re s u lt  of th is I in ju red  m y left leg 
tem p o rarily  and th is left m e with a perm anent lim p. I was dragged to the sick 
bay - -  being unable to walk - -  w here I rem ained  without any m edical trea tm en t 
by the Nazi doctor. At 4 a .m . one m orning a p riso n  official cam e into the sick  
bay and o rd ered  m e to get up and follow him to the adm ission  room  which I did 
and I saw m ost of my fellow p r iso n e rs  s itting  around waiting fo r rem oval back 
to L andsberg  P rison w here we w ere  a ll sent. When a t L andsberg  I was p laced  
in the hospital section  of the p riso n  and rem ained  th e re  until lib e ra tion  by the 
United States A rm y in May 1945.

A fter I was lib e ra ted  I rem ained  with the U. S. A rm y and did se rv ic e  
for them as a honorary  Staff Sgt. in charge  of Food Supplies a t K a iser W ilhelm 
Caserne, M annheim, G erm any, a fte r  being fed and re s to re d  to fa ir ly  reasonab le  
health, fo r which I say  Thank God and God Bless A m erica. My se rv ic e  in the 
U. S. A rm y was to take c a re  of and feed d isplaced p ersons num bering at that 
tim e ten thousand.
I

I subsequently  re tu rn ed  to G uernsey and my son M o rris  H arper who was 
к m em ber of the U. S. Arm y w rote m e and invited m e to join him  in the U. S. A.
Ï a lso  had a son L eslie  H arper serv ing  in the B ritish A rm y during W orld W ar II. 
ï en te red  the U. S. A. D ecem ber 16, 1946 and I am now an A m erican c itizen .
I!

I obtained em ploym ent as a heat t re a t  o p era to r a t Chevrolet Division 
en era l M otors, 1001 E. Delavan Avenue, Buffalo, New York, which I held fo r a 
e riod  of 15 m onths and had to res ig n  because I lo st the u se  of m y rig h t a rm  and 
ad to e n te r a hospital for su rg e ry  which the sp ec ia lis t diagnosed as a tubercu la r 

Condition in my righ t shoulder, caused by beatings and m alnu trition . I was 
o p e ra to r on and a p iece  of bone was rem oved from  my left hip and g rafted  into 
ijny rig h t shoulder. I now have p a rtia l  u se  of m y righ t a rm  but can only p a rtia lly  
{(raise it. I was hospitalized  fo r a period  of 3-1/2 y ea rs  a t P e rry sb e rg  Sanatariun  
î|4ew York, and m y righ t arm  and shoulder was in a ca st for 2-1/2 y e a rs . I am 
now p a rtia lly  disabled and cannot pass  the physical req u irem en ts  fo r fac to ry  
jemployment in U .S . labour.

During m y stay  in the hospital in the U. S. A. I rece ived  a le t te r  from

t^ ra n k  Tuck, who is a res id en t in L iverpool, England, concerning the trea tm en t
eted out to us, especially  m yself, and I enclose a photo copy of T uck 's le tte r .

did not d ic ta te  anything in this le t te r  because I did not know w here Tuck was,
it he finally  succeeded in trac ing  m e and forw arded the le t te r . I cannot provide

the nam es of the p riso n  camp officials but regard ing  the sa d is tic  to r tu re s  m eted
put to m e at th e ir  hands, all 60 F rench  po litical p r iso n e rs  and 3 B ritish  police
p fficers , 2 now because one is dead, can b ea r w itness as to the tru th  of my

statem ents as can m em bers of the U. S. Arm y as to m v/physm al condition on
lib e ra tio n  Day. /> - . -, / h  K y  \ /  ( /  ,
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JACK HARPERS'
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COMPENSATION EXAMINATION

CANADIAN SUBJECT 

26 August 1965
Patient is a 65 year old white male chronically ill being examined for 
various residuals of disease connected with his interment in Nazi con
centration camps. He originally weighed about 190 pounds - when he left 
the camp he wastabout 81* pounds, suffering f r m  malnutrition, tuberculosis 
and frost bite of both feet and right handd Following such, he developed 
tuberculosis the right shoulder and had ankylosis of this area for this 
condition around 19U7. His pulmonary tuberculosis has been inactive re
cently. However he does have hematogenous spread from time to time and 
around March 1965 was found to have a positive kidney culture in the urine. 
There are no specific complaints in the G.U.tract at thie time and no 
definite involvement. 0n physical examination, for complete history and 
findings and possible x-ray findings, reference is made to the records 
of Jackson Memorial Hospital being followed this year. This has been 
supplemented also by follow-up in the T. B. Clinic, Dade County. He has 
been under tuberculosis chemotherapy for this during this year and was 
also found to have anemia and blood changes which are still being follow
ed. I am rechecking blood count to see if there is more than just a 
secondaiy anemia. Pat

Patient is about 5*11", weighs ll*6 pounds. He is right handed. He still 
shows residual malnutrition and he has never regained his normal weight, 
strength and stamina. He has residuals of frost bites, of both feet and 
the right hand. There is seme vasomotor disturbance with coldness, sweat
ing and atypical «Л о г  changes in response to variois stimuli, cold, warmth, 
elevation and dependency. This is associated with some maceration and 
superficial secondary infections of some of the toes. These will flareup 
occasionally. Ha also lias a feeling of numbness in the right hand with
out ary definite neurologic deficit. Both feet and the right hand tend 
to blanche on cold stimuli with areas of light violaceous mottling. They 
are always cold and sweaty. These three extremities with periods of ex
cessive hyperemia, throbbing and some pain when exposed to heat or de
pendency. External genitalia are normal. There is no enlargement or 
tenderness of the kidneys to percussion except that - superficial slight 
pallor. There are no positive hematologic findings. Blood count is being 
checked for this. There is no cyanosis, clubbing or edema. There is no 
evidence of cor pulmonale. Patient does have residuals of an old pulmonary 
tuberculosis, malnutrition and associated emphysema with moderate decline 
in pulmonary reserve. He has some evidence of pulmonary insufficiency.
He cannot walk more than 1-2 blocks on level ground without becoming short 
of breath. There is no enlargement of the liver or ascites. There is no 
orthopnea or distended cervical veins.

1 .

Awards Reference: 81*̂ 7
HARPER, Jack
Examined at VAH, Coral Gables, Fla.
on 8/16/65 - be



FOREIGN OFFICE

APPLICATION FOR COMPENSATION FOR DISABLEMENT 
RESULTING FROM NAZI PERSECUTION

F oreign Office,
Claims Department,

Charles House,
5 Lower Regent Street, 

London, S.W.l.

Date of issue of form... 

Reference... И  N  P -
N ote.-—The particulars given by the applicant on this form will be checked 

from official records

1. Name... ..............HARPER. lack..................................................................
(Surname first in Block Capitals)

2. (a) Permanent address...П N. E. 5th Street,..Miami, Florida,..U. S. A.
(b) Present address (if different).............................. ~..z...............................................................

3. Date Of birth........... ........ January 16, 1900..........................................................

4. National Insurance Number s s 066 24 489* ;

5. If you served in the Armed Forces, please give particulars of last period of service:

(a) Unit or Ship......RAF..................... (6) R ank ..A.C.II...............(c) Official No...2537 54

6. Have you at any time claimed or been granted any pension, gratuity or allowance for injury or 
disablement sustained as a soldier, sailor, airman, member of the Mercantile Marine, fishing, 
pilotage or light .vessel service. Home Guard, or for a war injury sustained as a civilian? 
(Yes or No).......NO.................. If so, please give particulars of the award and, if known, the
reference on the official notification............... ............................................................................................

7. Have you received any payment in respect of any injury sustained since 1945? If so, please give 
particulars.................. N Q ............................................................................................................................

8. What is the nature of the wound, injury or disease for which you claim?..D i.S .abled  r  ig h t
shou lder and a rm  - -  T u b ercu la r

9. If a wound or injury, give a brief account of where and how it was inflicted..Pr.imar.y.. caus.e through 
beatings rece iv ed  with pick axes, shovels and fo rk s  a c ro ss  my back and 

shou lders  during in ca rce ra tio n  2-1/2 y rs . a t Neoff ingeh Camp, B avaria, G erm .
10. If a disease, when and where did you first begin to suffer from it?.....Buffalo.,..New ...York,..US. A.

19.4? ..(December).................... ...................  ■ ........

.11. Did you suffer from the condition claimed or anything like it before your subjection to Nazi 
persecution? Nane...w.h.at.&Q.ey..er.  was. .a Police Sergeant........................

12. Do you claim that your disability—
(a) Was caused by Nazi persecution?............. Y.S.S..................................................................................
(b) Although existing previously was made worse by Nazi persecution?............................................

13. Please give the full name and address of your present doctor (private or N.H.S.)...............................
D octor.. Brunner, I >i de ( jpu nt,y 11 cal t.h...Dcpt.,., N...YL 12th... Avenue, Mi am i , F la .
20052 4734 Dr. Goldberg, Jackson M em orial H ospital, N.W . 10th Ave.

M iam i, F lo rida , U .S .A .
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14. Please give below particulars of any medical treatment you have obtained.

If living overseas, state your address in the United Kingdom at the time of any medical treatment 
in the United Kingdom.

Full names and addresses of 
doctors and hospitals

Nature of illness
Dates of 

admission or 
first attendance

Dates of 
discharge or 

last attendance

(1) D octors
Any doctor (private or N.H.S.) 
if different from the doctor 
named at 13 above.
(a) Before your subjection to 

Nazi persecution:

(b) Since your subjection to Nazi 
persecution :

(2) H ospitals (see Note below)
(a) Before your subjection to 

Nazi persecution:

(b) Since your subjection to Nazi 
persecution :

..............r................

Note.—Give the name and address of each hospital (but not of the hospital doctors) and add 
“ Г.Р.” or “ O.P.” to indicate whether the treatment was “ in-patient ” or “ out-patient ”. If 

you are at present receiving hospital treatment, show this at (2) (6): the entry in the last column 
should be “ Not yet completed ”.

15. Add here any further statement you wish to make in support of your claim. If this space is 
insufficient and a separate sheet is used this should be signed and dated by you and securely 
attached to this form.

Was never in a hospital before  W orld W ar II and I weighed 190 lbs. in 1940.

In 1945 when lib e ra te d  from  P rison  Camp I weighed 84 lbs. ; hence the cause  
of m y genera l a ilm ent during the past 20 y ea rs .

I am s til l  an ou t-pa tien t of Jackson H ospital, M iam i F lo rid a , under the c a re  
of Dr. Goldberg. DECLARATION

N ote.—Before signing the Declaration please make sure that the questions have been answered 
correctly (dashes or ticks are not sufficient). This will save correspondence and delay.

I hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge and belief the answers to the questions of this 
form are true and complete. I hereby authorise the doctors and hospitals named to make the 
relevant medical records available at the request of the Foreign Office to help the consideration of my 
claim for compensation as a victim of Nazi persecution. I also consent to other Government 
Departments supplying extracts from any records which are held by them and which are required by 
the Foreign Office Jn dealing with this claim.

Dam6/ 1.5/65

,u s  ^
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THE FOLLOWING is a statement by JACK HARPER regarding 

PAUL GOURDON: m

In July J945 all Guernsey political prisoner.- лч-ге placed in the 
hole of a cargo boat including m\ self  and we proceeded to jersey лТеге a 
number of political pr isoners  from Jersey were also placed on board and 
one of Uiem included Paul Oouroon. /'

\ : ■: ; / ■ ■ V •• • . •••
vVe proceeded to Gianv idle, F lance, and subs<.cjueittly to Ger- 

many. When in Germany we лег«, split up into groups and sent to various 
slave-labor camps. Paul GourJon .vas in. my group arte1 ,ve went to Neoffin- 
.̂eii, bovaija after being processed ai Aug.-murg Prison.

We were put to work on the railroad track witn pick, axes fork, 
and shovel, digging a trench ; mis was in August, 1945. We лчге .vorking 
in pairs and Paul Gourdon »vas my partner. On the second work day Paul 
suggested we make a run for it because we hau the wmods at the back of us 
ana the guard at our end would go up in the signal box tor his beer.

The following oav 1 agreed to have a go at it. We dropped our 
picks and ran through the woods. After five (5) days living on the land we 
were crossing a field and had to pass a mgnal box when I heard a voice shout 
halt! I looked back and saw a young man armed with, a rifle. Paul and 1 
started to run for it and he kept ahead of me. I could hear the bullets co m 
ing very c lose  to me so I hollered to Paul to keep going and I threw my hands 
in the air. The German came up and butted me with the rifle and we went 
back to the signal box where I was placed in the coal hole.

Later a German policeman came and took me to the local police 
station. I vvas unable to tell them where 1 escaped from so 1 was transferred 

a numher of prison« in Cermanv until the\ located me.

H': .i was a,,_ mn <►*•••• on i "nmrg. 1 >'°s S' .u«eoi irmt ! v r e 
turnee to Augsburg p* . aim and receive«. «.<> t* . .» • jig.u (cl-p days solitary con
finement with bread anu water. After a i e \  cays in the holt- the Germans 
took me out in the yard for exercise  wh re I saw Paul Gourdon. I told him 
go get De hind me, which he did, and he toJu me thui he had gotten to the 
Belgian Border ami was feu by a farmer but later the farmer turned him in 
ID tilv_ C»ct rrnan police.

T was returned to N'eoffingen slave camp and was beaten many 
times. Paul never came back so I thought he hau been placed in the oven.
It was not until October 19o5 л hen 1 was in Guernsey on. a visit and the 
Guernsey Press reporters came to me for a story which they published with 
my photograph that Paul, who was on a holiday in Guernsey from Jersey,  
read the story and found my address and came to see  me.

I noticed that his right arm was disabled and he was highly 
emotional and suffering from loss of memory and it was me that advised him
Lu t .  e  j . i  a p p l i c a t i o n  to .  - I r p e j « "  ' i ’ . j ' n e  hn  l ' i Ill I prison
Hl.vj ' VjIjlV— l i l hG 1 4 u  I t/vAl



PAUL COURUUN:

In July 1945 all Guernsey political prisoners were placed in the 
hole of a cargo boat including m> self  and we proceeded to Jersey where a 
number of political pr isoners  from Jersey were also placed on board and 
one of Uicm included Paul Couroon.

t ■ '* . • < ' ' -■
We proceeded to Granville, France, and subsequently to Ger

many. When in Germany we л ere split up into groups and sent to various 
slave-labor camps. Paul Gourdon was in. my group and we went to Neoffm- 

bd val ja after being processed at Aug.-mu.rg Prison.

We were put to work on the railroad track with pick, axe, fork, 
and shovel, digging a trench ; mis was in August, 1945. We were working 
in pairs and Paul Gourdon was my partner. On the second work, day Paul 
suggested we make a run for it because we Had the wwoos at the back of us 
and the guard at our end would go up in the signal box for his beer.

The following oav I agreed to have a go at it. We dropped our 
picks and ran through the woods. After five (5) Jays living on the land we 
were crossing a field and had to pass a signal box when I heard a voice shout 
halt! I lookeo back and saw a young man armed with a rifle. Paul and I 
started to run for it and he kept ahead of me. I could hear the bullets c o m 
ing very c lose  to me so I hollered to Paul to keep going and I threw my hands 
in the air. The German came up and butted me with the rifle and we went 
back to the signal box where I was placed in the coal hole.

Later a German policeman came and took me to the local police  
station. I was unable to tell them where 1 escaped from so 1 was transferred 
"< a number of prison^ in Cermam until the_\ located me.

m .x was in,. l u j t nr in«» on ( ■»npJr,g. 1 ,-ns S'.os^nimui 1 v r e 
turn«.».. io Augsburg p. . л и  -nui receive«. e-..»- og.u (28) day1 solitary con
finement with bread anu .vuter. After a u-л ja>s in the hole the Germans 
took me o u t in the yard for exercise  wh re I saw Paul Gourdon. I tolci him 
go get behind me, which he did, and he told me that, he had gotten to the 
Bejgian Border and was fee by a farmer but later the farmer turned him in 
to tiK German police.

I was returned to Neoffingen slave camp and was beaten many 
times. Paul never came back so 1 thought he hau been placed in the oven.
It was not until October 19o5 л hen 1 was in Guernsey on. a visit and the 
Guernsey Press reporters came to me for a story which they published with 
my photograph that Paul, who was on a holiday in Guernsey from Jersey,  
read the story and found my address and came to see  me.

I noticed that his right arm was disabled and he was highly 
emotional and suffering from loss of memory and it was me that advised him 
to I. e j i app. iedljou to. v- 1 1 .pr .1 s ■ ' 1 < 1 . J 1 ne he l 1 i 11 en ill i prison
H l . U  * * '  u i i C  L i l l x f  1 1 I Gb l O v ; « . !  ^  o v ;  i_ v o «  . . ^  n  u e  « «  L w.  w«. x. ^ V -  . X ^  / 1 1«^.  u c  1 L L - C  ^
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