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CAEN, l e  24 a v r i l  1965

Monsieur le  Consul Général,

Par l e t t r e  НВ/ри/ка 52/зЛ>5 du 5 a v r i l ,  vous avez bien vol 
me demander des renseignements au su je t  du s t a tu t  de l a  p r ison  de CAB 
soub 1 'occupation Allemande.

I l  y  ava it  e t  i l  y a toujours à Caen, deux établissements 
p é n i t e n t i a i r e s .

La Maison Centrale s i tuée  35» rue Général Moulin destinée 
aux emprisonnements de longue durée, qui n ' a  jamais connu d 'a u t r e  оor 
trÔle que c e lu i  de l 'A u to r i té  Française.

La Maison d 'A rrê t ,  rue Général Luparge, qui s e r t  aux déten
t io n s  préventives e t  aux peines de courte durée. A l a  Maison d*Arrêt 
i l  y eût des hommes e t  des femmes incarcérés  sur ordre de l 'A u to r i té  
Allemande dans des q u a r t ie r s  spéciaux uniquement s u rv e i l lé s  par l 'o c 
cupant .

Espérant avoir répondu à  votre  préoccupation, j e  vous p r ie  
de c ro i re ,  Monsieur le  Consul Général, à l 'a ssu ran ce  de ma haute consi
déra tion .

Monsieur Harold BRAHAM 
Consul de Grande-Bretagne 

PARIS



FORM A for use by 
surviving victims of 
Nazi persecution

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A BRITISH 
VICTIM OF NAZI PERSECUTION

N.B.—1. Before completing this form it is important to read carefully the attached Notes for Guidance 
and then to answer all questions fully.

2. Please attach all documentary evidence to the form. All documents sent will be returned.
3. All applications must be received before the 31st o f July, 1965.
4. Acceptance of an application for registration does not constitute a right to participate in

the distribution.

SECTION ONE—IDENTITY

Surname..... ...........................................................—... ....... ....................... .........

Other names V\ZU L .L A .I^ l........A L  F  R  £  0 .......................................

Address..... 1 3  ß O U L £ \ / A L ......S O & Û l .............................................

...e r  PÉTER.... P oR Г..,...G.U.EÄM.Si-V'........C I

SECTION TWO—NATIONALITY

1. How did you acquire British nationality?
(Please write YES opposite the method that applies and delete the others)

(a) By birth?........................(If so, please attach birth certificate)

(b) By marriage ?....Ы 0 ............ (If so, please attach marriage certificate and birth or naturalisation
certificate of husband)

(c) By naturalisation?....N O ............(If so, please attach certificate)

(d ) By some other method ? N  O ............ (If so, please give full details)

2. If you are not British by birth what was your previous nationality ?.

Do you still retain that nationality?......................................................

If not, when and how did you lose it ?....... ...............................................
(Please attach all documentary evidence)
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3. If you are a dual-national—

(a) Where were you ordinarily resident on the 9th of June, 1964 ?.

(Please attach all available evidence, e.g., receipts for rent or rates, &c.)

(b) Have you been in Crown Service under Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom? 
(If so, please give full details and dates)

(c) Are you the holder of a British passport? (If so, please give number and full details)

SECTION THREE—PERSECUTION

1. Please give, on a separate sheet, the following details of your imprisonment:
(a) Name of camp or other place of detention, its situation, its general conditions and régime;
(b) Dates of imprisonment and of release; prison number; reasons for imprisonment and

circumstances in which it arose;
(c) If you are suffering permanent disability as a result of treatment received during your

imprisonment please give full details of its nature and cause;
(d) Any other information you consider useful and relevant.

(Please attach all documentary evidence)

2. Have you at any time received any payment in respect of this persecution?......bl.Q .............................
(If YES please give full details)

I hereby declare that all the above statements are to the best of my knowledge and recollection 
true in all particulars.

Signaturre...\ lJ.„.-./I.».....<$ÛJMÛA4JÛL........
Date...Lh..'...2-„T.L9ÄÄ.



From: DAMARELL, W i l l i a m  A l f r e d ,  23 R o u g e v a l  R o ad ,  3 t .  P e t e r  P o r t ,
G u e rn s e y ,  C . I .  1 6 th  F e b r u a r y  1965 .

I n  J u l y  1941 1 was w a l k i n g  up L e f e b v r e  s t r e e t ,  S t .  P e t e r ' P o r t ,  when, 
on th e  pavem ent I  was a o o o s te d  by t h r e e  German U n t e r o f f i z i e r s . .They 
had  e x p e c t e d  me, a man o l d e r  t h e n  t h e y ,  to  g e t  o f f  th e  p av em en t  bo make 
way f o r  them . T h i s  I  d i d  n o t  d o .  I  s t o o d  my g r o u n d ,  as I  had  e v e r y  
r i g h t  to  do f o r  th o u g h  t h e y  o o o u p le d  th e  i s l a n d  I t  s t i l l  was o u r s .
One o f  th e  Germans bocame so In c e n s e d  by  my p a s s i v e - r e s i s t a n t  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  he sw iped  o u t  a t  me w i t h  h l a  f i s t  and k n o ck ed  me to 
th e  g ro u rd  . I  g o t  up Im m e d ia te ly  and d id  e x a c t l y  th e  sums to  h im .
Then he w ent f o r  h i s  r e v o l v e r ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  one o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  
r e s t r a i n e d  h i n .

As a r e s u l t  o f  d e f e n c i n g  m y s e l f  a g a i n s t  h i s  u n p ro v o k e d  a s s a u l t ,  I  
was a r r e s t e d  by th e  F e Id g e n d a m a r le  and c o n f i n e d  to  th e  l o c a l  p r i s o n .
I  was tw ic e  t a k e n  f ro m  t h e r e  to  th e  F e ld k o m m a rd a n tu r  by t h r e e  N a z is  
and g r i l l e d  b e f o r e  b e in g  h a u l e d  b e f o r e  a f u l l  German C o u r t  M a r t i a l  
in  w h a t  was t h e l s l a n d ^ ^ I a ß ^ H j r a t e  i a C o u r t .  T r i e d  a t  th e  same tim e 
as  m y s e l f  was whose c a s e  you  know a b o u t  and
she w i l l  b e a r  o u t  th e  f a c t  t h a t  we were a l lo w e d  no V l & i l l a n  d e f e n c e .
The o f f i c e r  In  c h a r g e  o f  th e  " t r i a l "  w as , I  b e l i e v e .  G e n e r t i l  M u e l l e r  
who came up f ro m  J e r s e y  and one o f  th e  p a n e l  o f  7 s i t t i n g  w i th  him  
I n c lu d e d  a p r i n c e ,  i t  c o u ld  w e l l  h av e  Ъевп P r i n c e  O a t t i n g e n -  
W a l l a r s t e l n .

A f t e r  t h e  f a r c e  o f  a t r i a l  I  was s e n t e r c e d t o  11 m o n th s '  im p r is o n m e n t .  
Then, e a r l y  in  S e p te m b e r ,  a lo n g  w i t h  I  »«я t a k e n  by German
s h ip  to  J e r s e y  w here  I  v;as Im p r is o n e d  f o r  a week t i l l  S e p te m b e r  1 1 t h ,  
to  a w a i t  t r a n s p o r t  to  F r a n c e  ( I  h ad  b een  in  G u e rn s e y  p r i s o n  f o r  10 d a y s . )

I  was th e n  t a k e n  f ro m  J e r s e y  to  G r a n v i l l e  and th e n  on to  M aison 
d ' A r r a t ,  a t  C aen , C a lv a d o s ,  a  F ren o h  p r i s o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  th e  N a z i s ,  
and d e t a i n e d  аз  a p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r .

V/hile h e r e  1 h a d  c o n t s c h  w i th  a  B r i t i s h  C o n s u la r
O f f i c e r ,  who was m ost k in d  to  me and can  b e a r  o u t  my s t o r y  and 
e x p e r i e n c e s .  L a t e r  ha was s e n t  to  J e r s e y  an d ,  I  b e l i e v e  l a t e r ,  the  
I n t e r n m e n t  camp a t  B l o e r a c h .

In  Caen l i k e  th e  o t h e r s  I  was I l l - t r e a t e d  by the  N a z i s  and s u f f e r e d  
m a l n u t r i t i o n  and s t r v a t i o n .  M ed ica l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a s o r t  was o b t a i n 
a b le  f ro m  a F r e n c h  d o c t o r ,  b u t  t h i s  o n ly  i f  you c o u ld  p ay  f o r  I t .
The c o n d i t i o n s  In  th e  c o l l s  were d e g r a d i n g  and I n s a n i t a r y ,  a t i n  
b a c k e t  b e in g  th e  o n l y ,  communal, means o f  s a n i t a t i o n .  We were l o c k e d  
up In  o u r  c e l l s  f o r  а П и *  a s  8 3 j  h o u r s  a  d a y ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  
d a y .  1 l e a r n e d  f  rom Ш Ш Ш ЯШ  t h a t ,  w h i l e  a t  Caen th e  Germans h ad  
d e s i g n a t e d  me a s  a H o s t a g e ,  a lo n g  w i th  s e v e n  o t h e r s ,  so t h a t  had  th-= 
p e o p le  of  G u e rn sey  g iv e n  any g r e a t  t r o u b l e  to  the  G erm ans , I  c o u ld  
have beer, t a k e n  o u t  and s h o t ,  as s e r e  some p e o p l e  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .

I  w j i  a t  Caen f ro m  S e p te m b e r  1941 u n t i l  J u l y  1942 and d id  my f u l l  
s e n t e n c e  f o r  w ha t  was d e s c r i b e d  as  th e  c r im e  o f  "A b u s in g  th e  Gormar$trmy".

A f t e r  t h i s  I  was r e t u r n e d  to  G u e rn s e y .  Then in  F e b r u a r y  .1943 the '^  
Germans r o o t e d  me up a g a in  an d ,  th o u g h  I  was G u e r n s e y - b o r n  th ey  s h in e d  
meme a lo n g  w i t h  th e  B a g l i a h  r e s i d e n t s  to  i n t e r n m e n t  ln  L a u f e n .  A f t e r  
t r y i n g  to  r e a s o n  w i th  th e  N a z is  I  was t o l d  t h a t  the  r e a s o n  f o r  my b e in g  
ta k e n  to  L a u fe n  was th e  f a c t  t h a t .  In the  v iew  o f  th e  G erm ans, I  was 
"a n  u n d e s i r a b l e " .

~>
Cf+Us\ ■

7
(enrtkvi

THIS IS A COPY 
THE ORIGINAL HAS BEEN 

CLOSED FOR 
...E.O...YEARS UNDER FOI 

EXEMPTION No..Л -Q............



D a r a r e l l ,  W i l l i a m  A l f r e d 2

" I t  m ust be s t r e s s e d  h e r e  t h a t  th e  t r e a t m e n t  I  r e c e i v e d  a t  L a u fe n  
was p r i n c e l y  v/hon com pared  w i t h  what I  s u f f e r e d  a t  p r i s o n  in - C a e n .
1 have no c o m p la in t  a g a i n s t  L a u f e n ,  but p l e n t y  about my t r e a t m e n t  
In F ra n c e  f o r  t h e r e  I  was t r e a t e d  a s  a c r i m i n a l  whan, a ffe*r a l l ,  I  
had o n ly  done what any t r u e  B r i t i s h  subjeo t  would have  done when 
p ro v o k e d  to  the  e x t re m e  by th e  Nazi U n t e r o f f i z i e r . .

I  was l i b e r a t e d  f ro m  L a u fe n  by tho  A m erican s  on 4 t h  May 1945
and by d e v io u s  .means made my own way b a c k  to  E n g la n d  v i a  P a r i s ,
D ieppe and Newhaven to  London and t h e n  B o l to n  where  I  j o i n e d  my
w if  о .

«hen ln  B a r i s  j. c a l l e d  on the  B r i t i s h  C o n su l  and he o b t a i n e d  f o r  
me a v l a a  f ro m  th e  F re n c h  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  I  have  no d o u b t  t h a t  
somewhere t h e r e  m ig h t  be r e c o r d  o f  t h i s  f a c t  and a l s o  th e  I n t e r r o g a t i o n  
I  r e c e i v e d  from  c i v i l i a n  o f f i c e r s  when I  l a n d s d  a t  Newhaven and 
b e f o r e  I  was a l lo w e d  to  c o n t i n u e  my j o u r n e y .  W ith  my w i f e  I  r e t u r n e d  
tp  my horns in  G u e rn sey  on O c to b e r  2 n d ,  1945 .

In  my p a r t i c u l a r  c a se  I  f e e l  the  Germans h ad  no r i g h t  t o  se n d  me 
to  F ra n c e  to  s e r v e  a s e n t e n c e  w hich  c o u ld  e a s i l y  have b e e n  s e rv e d  
in  th e  l o c a l  p r i s o n .  Then a g a i n ,  I  was a c i t i z e n  o f  G u e rn sey  
h a v in g  b e e n  b o r n  h e r e  and th e  N az is  h ad  no r i g h t  t o  d e p o r t  mo to 
the i n t e r n m e n t  camp a t  L a u f e n ,  a lo n g  w i t h  E n g l i s h  r e s i d e n t s  In  t h i s  
i s l a n d .  By d o in g  t h i s  th e y  p u n i s h e d  tv;Ice  f o r  one and th o  same 
o r i g i n a l  c r im e .  T h i s ,  I  f e e l ,  was an I n j u s t i c e .

NOTE; The a p p l i c a t i o n  fo rm  I  h ave f i l l e d  In  was k i n d l y  s u p p l i e d  
to  ms by o f  2 Sum m erland , C e i l  in g s  R oad,
S t .  P e t e r  P o r t ,  G u e rn s e y ,  and a t  my d i c t a t i o n  he  h a s  typed  
o u t  t h e s e  f a c t s  f o r - m e .

( W il l ia m  A l f r e d  D a m a r e l l . )
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F r o n :  DAMARELL, W i l l i a m  A l f r e d ,  23 R o u g e v a l  R o a d ,  S t .  Pete r*  P o r t ,
G u e r n s e y ,  C . I .  1 6 t h  F e b r u a r y  1 9 65 .

I n  J u l y  1941 I  v/as  w a l k i n g  up L e f e b v r e  3 t r e a t ,  S t ,  P e t e r  Pox-t , when,  
on th e  pavem ent  I  was a c c o s t e d  by t h r e e  German U n t e r o f f i z i e r s .  They 
had  e x p e c t e d  me, a  n a n  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e y ,  to  g e t  o f f  t h e  p a i e m e n t  to  make 
way f o r  them. T h i s  I  d i d  n o t  d o .  I  s t o o d  my g r o u n d ,  as I  h a d  e v e r y  
r i g h t  to  do f o r  th o u g h  t h e y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  i s l a n d  I t  s t i l l  was o u r s .
One o f  th e  Germans became so i n c e n s e d  by my p a s s I v e - r e s  Is  t a n t  
a t t i t u d e  t h a t  he  sw ip ed  o u t  a t  me w i t h  h i s  f i s t  and k n o c k e d  me to 
th e  ground . I  g o t  up I m m e d i a t e l y  and d i d  e x a c t l y  the  same to  h im .
Then he  went f o r  h i s  r e v o l v e r ,  b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  one o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  
r e s t r a i n e d  h in «

As a r e s u l t  o f  d e f e n c i n g  m y s e l f  a g a i n s t  h i s  u n p ro v o k e d  a s s a u l t ,  I  
was a r r e s t e d  by t h e  F a l d g e n d a m a r i e  and c o n f i n e d  to  th e  l o c a l  p r i s o n .
I  wi3 tw ic e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e r e  to  t h e  F e ld k o r a m a r d a n tu r  by t h r e e  K a z i s  
and  g r i l l e d  b e f o r e  b e i n g  h a u l e d  b e f o r e  a  f u l l  German C o u r t  M a r t i a l  
i n  w h a t  was the  I s l a n d ' s  M a g i s t r a t e ' s  C o u r t .  T r i e d  a t  t h e  same time 
a s  m y s e l f  was M rs .  W i n i f r e d  Green  whose с а з е  y o u  know a b o u t  and 
she  w i l l  b e a r  o u t  th«  f a c t  t h a t  we were  a l l o w e d  no V i & i l i a n  d e f e n c e .
The o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  " t r i a l "  w a s ,  I  b e l i e v e .  G e n e r a l  M u e l l e r  
who came up f r o m  J e r s e y  and  one o f  t h e  p a n e l  o f  7 s i t t i n g  w i t h  h im  
i n c l u d e d  a p r i n c e ,  i t  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  P r i n c e  O e t t i n g e n -  
W a l l e r s  t e I n .

A f t e r  t h e  f a r c e  o f  a t r i a l  I  was s e n t e n c e d  t o  11 m o n t h s '  i m p r i s o n m e n t .  
Then ,  e a r l y  in  S e p t e : n b e r ,  a l o n g  w i t h  M rs .  G r e e n ,  I  was t a k e n  by German 
s h i p  t o  J e r s e y  w here  I  was i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  a  week t i l l  S e p t e m b e r  1 1 t h ,  
to  a w a i t  t r a n s p o r t  t o  F r a n c e  ( I  h a d  b e e n  In  G u e r n s e y  p r i s o n  f o r  10 d a y s . )

I  was t h e n  t a k e n  f r o m  J e r s e y  to  G r a n v i l l e  and  t h e n  on to  M aison  
d ' A r r e t ,  a t  C aen ,  C a l v a d o s ,  a F r e n c h  p r i s o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  t h e  N a z i s ,
and  d e t a i n e d  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r . __________ ______

While  h e r e  1 h a d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  а a  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l a r
O f f i c e r ,  who was m os t  k i n d  to me a n ^ c a r ^ b e a r ^ o u t  my s t o r y  and 
e x p e r i e n c e s .  L a t e r  he was s e n t  to  J e r s e y  a n d ,  I  b e l i e v e  l a t e r ,  the  
i n t e r n m e n t  camp a t  B l b e r a c h .

I n  Caen l i k e  t h e  o t h e r s  I  was i l l - t r e a t e d  by  the  N a z i s  and  s u f f e r e d  
m a l n u t r i t i o n  and  s t r v a t i o n .  M e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  s o r t  was o b t a i n 
a b l e  f r o m  a F r e n c h  d o c t o r ,  b u t  t h i s  o n l y  I f  you  c o u l d  pay  f o r  I t .
The c o n d i t i o n s  i n  th e  c o l l s  were d e g r a d i n g  and i n s a n i t a r y ,  a  t i n  
b u c k e t  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y ,  communal,  means  o f  s a n i t a t i o n .  We were  l o c k e d  
up in  o u r  c e l l s  f o r  as  l o r  g as  2 3 |- h o u r s  a  d a y ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  e ^ e r y  
d a y .  I  l e a r n e d  f r o m  ■ ■ ■ ■  t h a t ,  w h i l e  a t  Caen t h e  Germans h a d  
d e s i g n a t e d  me as  a P lo a ta g o ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s e v e n  o t h e r s ,  so t h a t  h a d  t h c 
p e o p l e  o f  G u e r n se y  g i v e n  any g r e a t  t r o u b l e  t o  th e  G e rm an s ,  I  c o u l d  
have  b e e n  t a k e n  o u t  and  s h o t ,  as were some p e o p l e  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .

I  was a t  Caen f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  1941 u n t i l  J u l y  1942 and d i d  my f u l l  
s e n t e n c e  f o r  w h a t  was d e s c r i b e d  as  t h e  c r im e  o f  " A b u s in g  th e  Germarikrmy".

A f t e r  t h i s  I  was r e t u r n e d  t o  G u e r n s e y .  Then  in  F e b r u a r y  1943 ther^ 
Germans r o o t e d  me up a g a i n  a n d ,  t h o u g h  I  was G u e r n s e y - b o r n  t h e y  3 h in e d  
mame a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  B a g l l s h  r e s i d e n t s  to  i n t e r n m e n t  i n  L a u f e n .  A f t e r  
t r y i n g  to  r e a s o n  w i t h  t h e  N a z i s  I  was t o l d  t h a t  the  r e a s o n  f o r  ny  b e i n g  
t a k e n  t o  L a u f e n  was th e  f a c t  t h a t .  In th e  v ie w  o f  th e  G erm ans ,  I  was 
" a n  u n d e s i r a b l e " .


