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CAEN, le 24 avril 1965

Mongieur le Congsul Général,

Par lettre HB/PH/KA 52/3%/65 du 5 avril, vous avez bien voy
me demander des renseignements au sujet du statut de la prison de CAR
sous l'occupation Allemande.

Il y avait et 11 y a toujours & Caen, deux établissements
pénitentiaires.

La liaison Centrale située 35, rue Géndral Moulin destinée
aux emprisonnenments de longue durde, qui n'a jeamais connu d'autre con
tr8le que celui de 1'iutorité Frangaise.

La HMaison d'Arr8t, rue Général Duparge, qui sert aux déten~
tions préventives et aux peines de courte durde. A la Maison d'Arrét
il y eflt des hommes et des femmes incarcérés sur ordre de 1!Autorité
£1levande dens des quartiers spéciaux uniquement surveillés par 1l'oc-

cupant,

Espérant avoir répondu 3 votre préoccupation, je vous prie
de croire, Fonsieur le Consul Général, & l'assurance de ma haute consi-

dération.

lMonsieur Herold BRAHAM
Consul de Grande-Bretagne

PARIS



FORM A for use by
surviving victims of
Nazi persecution

[
T Oerd-f
APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION AS A BRITISH
VICTIM OF NAZI PERSECUTION

N.B.—1. Before completing this form it is important to read carefully the attached Notes for Guidance
and then to answer all questions fully.

2. Please attach all documentary evidence to the form. All documents sent will be returned.
3. All applications must be received before the 31st of July, 1965.

4. Acceptance of an application for registration does not constitute a right to participate in
the distribution.

b

SECTION ONE—IDENTITY

Surname... DAMARELL-.. ...
Other names.. WAl e LA AL ERED
Address.. 23 ROUGEVAL...ROAD

ST PETER . PORF .. . GUERNSEY. ...C.T . ...

SECTION TWO—NATIONALITY

1. How did you acquire British nationality ?
(Please write YES opposite the method that applies and delete the others)

(a) By birth?..Y &5 ... (If so, please attach birth certificate)

(b) By marriage?.. N.O.......(If so, please attach marriage certificate and birth or naturalisation
certificate of husband)

(¢) By naturalisation?...\N.O...........(If so, please attach certificate)

(d) By some other method ?..\N.O............(If so, please give full details)

2. If you are not British by birth what was your previous nationality ?

Do you still retain that NALIONALILY 7.t .

If not, when and how did you lose it ?
(Please attach all documentary evidence)
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3. If you are a dual-national—
(a) Where were you ordinarily resident on the 9th of JUNe, 1964 Y. i o

(Please attach all available evidence, e.g., receipts for rent or rates, &c.)

(b) Have you been in Crown Service under Her Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom?
(If so, please give full details and dates)

(c) Are you the holder of a British passport? (If so, please give number and full details)

SECTION THREE—PERSECUTION

1. Please give, on a separate sheet, the following details of your imprisonment:
(@) Name of camp or other place of detention, its situation, its general conditions and régime;

(b) Dates of imprisonment and of release; prison number; reasons for imprisonment and
circumstances in which it arose;

(¢) If you are suffering permanent disability as a result of treatment received during your
imprisonment please give full details of its nature and cause;

(d) Any other information you consider useful and relevant.
(Please attach all documentary evidence)

2. Have you at any time received any payment in respect of this persecution ?.......N.O
(If YES please give full details)

1 HEREBY DECLARE that all the above statements are to the best of my knowledge and recollection
true in all particulars.

Signature. // j CA’ ZLIAJI}JL( [Zf

Date..15.2..20 -i198 4"




Froms DAMARELL, Willlam Alfred 25 Ougeva
‘ Guernsey,

right to do for though they oooupied the 1°1and,1h.‘ 1 was
One of the Germans became so inoen_sed»"by' my passive=resistant
attitude that he swiped out at me with hls flat and knedke '
the groum . I got up immediately end dld exactly the sams to h
Then he went for his revolver, but fortunately ona af ihd ‘
restralned hin, A o
As a result of defancing myself agalnst his unprovoked assault, i

was arrested by the Fsldgendemarle and confined to the local prison..
I was twice taken from thera to the Feldkommardantur by three Nazls

and grilled befors being hauled before a full German Gourt Martlal

in what was the Island's Maglstrate's Court. Tried at the Same time i
as myself was * whose case you know about landied
the will baar out the fact that we wers allowed no i llian defence.‘g
The offlcer 1in charge of the "trial" was, I balleva, Genseral Musller
who came up from Jersay and one of the parel of 7 sitting with him
ircluded a prince, 1t could well have been Erince Oattingen=
Wallarsteln, :
AfGar the farcs of a trial I was sentenced to 11 months! Imprisonmant.
Then, early in September, along with | JNEEEEEM I #was teken by German
ship to Jersey where I was imprisoned for a wsaek t4ll Septembsr 1lth,
to awelt transport to France (I had been 1n Cuernssy prison for 10 days.)
I wea then taken from Jersay to Granvllle and then on to Mslson :
d'Arret, at Caen, Calvados, a French prison administered by tha Nazds,
and debalned as a politlcal prilsoner. -
imile here I had contect with o [ SN - 5ritish Consular
Officaer, who was most kind to me and can bear out my atory and
experilences, Later he was sent to Jerasey and, T belleve latar, the
Internment camp at Blberech.
In Caen like the others I was 1ll-trected by the Nazles and suffered
malnutrition and strvatlon. Medical attention of a sort was obbtain-
able from a French doctor, but thla only 1f you could pay for 1t.
The condltions In f%the cel]s were degrading and insanitary, a tin
bucket belng thes only, communal, meanq of sanltatlon. We waere locked
up in our cells for as long as 23} houra a day, practicall ly every
day. I learned fr‘omi that, while at Caen the Germans had
deslgnated me as a Hostage, along with seven cothers, so that had the
paople of Guerngay glven any great trouble to the Germans, I could
have besn btaken out and shot, as wsere some psople of other nationalities,
I was at Casn from ¢ eptember 1941 untll July 1942 and did my full
sentonce for what wes described as the orime of "Abusing the Gormathmy",
After thls I was returned to Guernsey, Then in Fsbruary 1943 tha,
Garmansg rooted me up agaln and, though I was Guernsey-born they shiggd
name along with the EBapllsh residunts to Internment 1ln Laufen. After
trying to reason wlth the Nazls I wag told that the reason for my being
tqken to Baufen was the fact that, In the view of the Germans, I was
"en undesirsble"

THIS IS A COPY
THE ORIGINAL HAS BEEN
CLOSED FOR

EXEMPTION No... 40 ...

]



Darmarell, William Alfred, j 2

wes princely when comparsd with what‘i aurfered aL prison'in Gaen.
L have no complaint asgalnst Laufen, but plenty about my. treahment
in Franca for thare I was traated as a crimlnal when, afésr all, I'
hed only done what any true British subject would haye done when
provoked to ths extreme by the Nazl unterofrizier..‘ :

I was libervated from Lauren by the. Amsricans on 4th May 1945
and by devlous msana made my'own way back Lo Bngland via Parlq,
Dleppe and Newhaven to London and then Bolton whare I joined my
wife. ‘ ‘

when In pParils L called on tha British Consul ard he obtained for
me a vlaa from the French authoritles, I have no doubt that
somewhere there might be record of this fact and also the 1nterrogation
I recelved from civilian officers when I landad at Newhaven and =
before I was allowed to continue my 1ourne5. With my wife I returnad
tp my homs in Guernsey on Octobar 2Znd, 1948

In my particular case I feel ths Germans had no right to send me
to France to serve & sentence which co0uld easily have bsen servad
in the local prison. Then again, I was a citizen of Guernsey
having besen bora here and the Nazle had uno right to dsport me to
ths Internment camp at Laufen, slong with English residents In this
island., By doling thls they punlished twice for one and the same
original crime. This, I fesel, was an Irjustlce.

4 77 (G
(signed ;Q{.#C;..;y 1&)0@{@( )

tes s s s e e

(Willlam Alfred Damarall.)

NMOTE: The appllcatlon form I have filled in was kindly supplleg
to me by I of © Summerland, Collings Road,
St. Peter Port, Guernsey, and at my dlutatior he has typed
out thess ian! for- me,
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From:; DAMARELL, William :1fred, 23 Rougeval Road, St. Peter Port,
Guernsey, C.I. 16th Februaary 1965.

In July 1941 I was walking up Lefebvrs Street, St., Feter Port, when,
on the pavemant I was eccosted by threes German Unterofflzlers, They
had expected me, s mnan older then they, to get off the pavement to make
way for them, This I did not do. I stood my ground, as I had evary
right to do for though they occupled the 1sland 1t still was ours.

One of the Germans bacame so Incaensed by my passive~rasistant
attitude that he swiped out at me with his flat and knocked me to
the grourd. I got up Immediately end did szactly the same to him,
Then he went for hls revolver, but fortunately one of his colleagues
restrained hin,

As a result of defsnclng myself against hls unprovoked assault, I
wae arrested by the Fsldgendemarle and confirad to the local prison.

I was twlce taken from thera to the Feldkommardantur by threes Nazis
and grilled beforaea belng hauled before a full German Court Martlal
in what was the Island's Maglstrate's Court., Trisd at the same time
as myself was Mrs, Winifred Green whose c¢ase you know about and

she will bsar out the fact that we wers allowed no Viéilian dafence.
The offlicer in charge of the "trial" was, I bellevs, General Musller
who came up from Jersay and one of thae parel of 7 sitting with him
ireluded a priace, 1t could well have been Frince Osttingen-
Wallarsteln,

Afiar the farce of a trilal I was senterced te 11 months' Imprlsonmant.
Then, early In September, along with Mrs, Graen, I was taken by German
ship to Jersey where I was imprilsoned for a wsek ti1ll Septembsr 1lth,
to awelt transport to France (I had heen In Cnarnsey prison for 10 desys.)

I wes then taken from Jersey to Granvllle and then on to Malson
d'Arret, et Caen, Calvados, a French prison administered by ths Nazis,
ard detalned as a political prisoner.

ilile here I had contact with a F a British Consular
Officer, who was most kind to me and can bear out my story and

experlences, Later he was sent to Jarsey and, I belleve later, the
Internment camp at Zlberach.
In Caen like the others I was 1ill-treated by the Nazle and suffered
malnutrition and strvation. Medical attention of a sort was obtain-
eble from a French doctor, but this only if you could pay for 1it,
The conditions in the cells were degreding end insanitary, a tin
bucket being the only, communal, means of sanltatlon., We were locked
up in our cells for as long as 23% hours a day, prsctically svery
day. I learned rrom I that, while at Caen the Germans had
designeated ms as a KEostage, along with seven others, so that had the
paople of Guernsay glven any great troutls to the Germans, I could
kave besr taken out and shot, as were come psople of other natlonalitles.
I wan at Cesn from September 1941 until July 1942 &nd did my full
sentence for what wge described as the crime of "Abuslirg the Germanhrmy",
After thils I was returned to Guernsey. Then 1in Fsbruary 1943 thé
Garmans rooted me up agaln and, though I was Guernsey-born they shiped
meme along with the Bepllsh residents to internment in Laufen, After
trylng to reason with the Nazis I was told that the recson for my being
taken to Baufen was the fact that, In the view of the Germans, I was
"en undesireble".



