
Memorial to a hero  
of the Occupation
More than 70 years after he was 

sent to a German prison for his role 
in the Guernsey Underground News 
Service, Charles Machon’s grave has 

been located in a Hamelin cemetery – 
and a plaque installed in his memory. 

Gilly Carr tells his story

Above (from left): Bernhard Gelderblom, 
Gilly Carr, Diana Hill and Philip Machon at 

Charles Machon’s memorial.

Left: Standing by the grave of Charles 
Machon.        (PIctures copyright Gilly Carr)

Charles 
Machon.

O
N 12 JUNE I travelled to the 
German city of  Hamelin with 
Philip Machon and his wife 
Diana Hill. We were there to 
attend the official unveiling 
of  a memorial in the city’s 

cemetery to Charles Machon of  the 
‘Guernsey eight’. Machon had died in the 
city’s zuchthaus, or prison, in 1944 after 
being deported for his central role in 
Guns, the Guernsey Underground News 
Service. 
Many readers will have heard of  Charles 
Machon through Frank Falla’s book, The 
Silent War. First published in 1967 and 
republished in April this year in a new 
edition, Falla’s book is essential reading 
for the Occupation history enthusiast. 
He not only gives a detailed account of  
the foundation and operation of  Guns 
during the Occupation, but also gives 
a unique insight into the experience 
of  imprisonment on-island and of  
deportation to Nazi prisons on the 
Continent. Falla is also credited with 
leaving important clues in his book and 
in his personal archive which allowed 
the eventual discovery of  the grave of  
his Guns partner, Joseph Gillingham, in 
2016, and also prompted the more recent 
discovery of  Charles Machon’s grave. 
Important records and testimonies 
from Frank Falla’s personal archive of  
Channel Islanders who experienced Nazi 
prisons and camps have recently been 
digitised and are being placed online on 
a website named after him: the Frank 
Falla Archive (www.frankfallaarchive.
org). This website tells the story of  every 
single Channel Islander deported to Nazi 
prisons and concentration camps during 
the Occupation. I am writing the prisoner 
biographies of  around 220 people, and 
my Berlin researcher, Roderick Miller, 
is writing the profiles of  the 130 prisons 
and camps which held islanders.  
Charles Machon was born in Guernsey 
on 10 September 1893. At the time of  
the Occupation he was working as a 
linotype operator at the Guernsey Star 
and Gazette Ltd newspaper. In 1942, after 
radios were confiscated and listening to 
the BBC became illegal, Machon became 
the ringleader of  the underground news 
service. Along with Gillingham and 
Falla, other Guns members included 
Cecil Duquemin, Joseph Gillingham’s 

wife Henrietta, and 
Henrietta’s brother, Ernest 
Legg. Hubert Lanyon 
distributed the news sheet 
in Sark. 
The men involved in 
Guns were denounced; 
a local policeman 
witnessed the informer 
pointing out Duquemin 
and Machon’s houses to 
the Geheime Feldpolizei 
(Secret Field Police). 
Machon was arrested 
on 11 February 1944. His 
house was searched and 
his typewriter and copies of  Guns were 
found. 
Two months’ worth of  newsletters 
were also discovered, hidden in a 
trunk. Machon was kept in prison and 
interrogated. He had an ulcerated 
stomach and needed to have a special 
diet, but this was denied him during 
his period of  interrogation. After they 
threatened to put his mother in prison 
too, Machon confessed and the other men 
were arrested in March and April 1944.
On 26 April 1944, Machon was given a 
sentence by a German military court of  
two years and one month hard labour. 
He is likely to have been deported on 17 
May 1944. Records from the International 
Tracing Service indicate that he arrived 
at Rheinbach on 22 May 1944. From there 
he was transferred to Hamelin Prison, 
arriving on 16 September 1944. He died 
six weeks later, on 26 October, in Hamelin 
prison hospital of  a burst gastric ulcer. 
He received no treatment. 
With the help of  Bernhard Gelderblom, 
an activist in Hamelin for memorial 
projects concerning the city’s victims of  
Nazism, Roderick and I were able to learn 
of  the exact location of  Charles Machon’s 
body within Hamelin’s cemetery. This 
location was thought lost because 
records indicate that Machon’s body 
was exhumed and moved to France in 
1949. Additionally, the bodies of  another 
two people have been placed on top of  
Machon’s within his grave, due to the 
German practice of  more regular reuse 
of  burial places than is common in 
Britain. 
For this reason, the memorial erected 
in memory of  Machon is not on his 

grave, but about 20 metres away, among 
other victims of  Nazism. The memorial 
was paid for by Bernhard Gelderblom’s 
memory activism group in association 
with the city of  Hamelin. A number 
of  the group members attended the 
ceremony in order to show their support 
for Philip Machon and pay their respects 
to victims of  Nazism like his grandfather 
Charles.
The mayor of  Hamelin, 
Oberbürgermeister Claudio Griese, 
gave a poignant and moving speech in 
English, during which he expressed the 
hope to Philip that the memorial might 
go some small way to healing the hurt 
caused to his family. The mayor also 

laid a large bouquet of  flowers on behalf  
of  the townspeople at the foot of  the 
memorial. 
I stepped forward to give the story of  
Charles Machon and Guns and then 
Bernhard Gelderblom spoke about 
Machon’s journey through Nazi prisons 
and his death in Hamelin prison. 
Philip Machon was extremely touched 
by the reception that he and his wife 
received in Hamelin and appreciated 
the respect shown by Bernhard and his 
colleagues towards his grandfather. 
Their hard work in getting the memorial 
erected and their support at the 
ceremony was extremely important in 
helping to make the visit to Hamelin 
such a positive one. Philip said to me 
afterwards that the existence of  people 
like Bernhard and his colleagues helps to 
give him hope for the future. 
Philip will need time to process his 
trip to Germany and his visit to his 
grandfather’s Nazi prison, today a four-
star hotel boasting iron gates made from 
the old prison window bars. 
He is still trying to find the words to 
describe how he feels and how he has 
come to know his grandfather better 
through visiting his prison and his grave. 
He has been accompanied in his thoughts 
by his late father, Raymond. He knows 
that Raymond would have been happy to 
see his father remembered and honoured 
at last by the people of  Hamelin. 
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The German city of 
Hamelin. Its former 
prison is now a four-
star hotel.
(Shutterstock picture)
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