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DEPOSITICN

LE DRUILLENEC, Harold Osmond.

of 28 West Park Avenue; JERSEY, CHANNEL ISLaNDS.

Occupation: Schoolmnaster,

I am a british subject. On 5
in JERSEY for harbourmg an escaped

Jom at JIR3EBY 5th Ausust 1911.

th June 1944 I was arrestéd by the Germans
Russian officer and listening to the 220,

I was sentenced to 4% months imprisonment.

After two months of imprisonment in JURSEY and in FRANCE I came to
NEUENGAMME concentration canp on 1st Septeader 1544, A fow days later on the
5th September I was sent to the .ussen<om pando at JILHELMSHAVE. Iy transport
was the first transport which opened the camp. L stayed at the WILHELMSHAVEN
concentration camp until the bezinaing of A )nl 1945, I was then €vacuated

to IERGEN-DELSEN I was liberated Dy
In WILHELMSHAVEN I worked @wwst

SHORT HISTORY OF THE C.ufE.

Jritish troops.

of the time us a welder.

My transport on the 65th Scpteaber was the first tr nsport froa NEUENGAMNVE

to the WILHELMSHAVEN .iussenkoul.ando.
German political prisoncrs; the gre
20 German Kapos.

The transport was made up of G30 non=
ater pnzt were Frencnicn. There were

The inmatcs of the WILHELMSHAVEN camp Werc cngal el on wOTK iy the westworf‘t
(& )

WILHELMSHAVEN, which produced ships,

submarines and ships parts, e stayed

at a part of the BANTERWEG camp which was wired off from the remainder of the

camp,

I was told that the BANTEREG c

| :
amp was formerly a training camp for

Hitler Youth, and on seeing it I could well believe it.,  When the camp Was

first opened it had a couplement of

4000 prisoners made up of appmximately

700 Frenchmen, 200 Russzians, 20 Geruaan xapos and the rest of various nation-
alities. There was another Englishman in addition to myself,

After Christmas 194k various transports arrived from NEUENGAMME so that.
the number of inmates varied frou 1000 to 1500, when 1 left in early April

1545 the camp Was abandoned.

The mortality rate was high, gspecially during the worst winter months,
DLuring December, January and February aporoximately 250 inmates dieds The

reason for the deaths of o quarter of the concentration camp inates within
three sonths! cannot be found in one or @ore specificd discoses, but aust be
attzi'buted to the zenerai condition of the concentrition camp and to the

an concentration camps
.ck ultimate

bvmrlilly ViSO “O'xthe tlmOugh \:ﬁ'ork; .
eausy of death Wers; tt&pmuﬂ@a%

‘l.‘

-------
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Ernst PINGEL was 3lockaelteste 1V,

Kapos were : .ilbert SCHMIDT and JUP auonist others,

Oberleutnant FUNKE, Marine-OLerbabdircktor HORSTL I and DROS.ar
charge of the marine works, In charg,{: of the weldin: shop w: m
Fomx?mn J.NSEN was in charse of the sai thy.

BILLETS,

is we were billeted in a former Hitler Youth CYIp our accowiodation Viag
reasonably zoods  We had a Led each and huts were in goaosd condition, |

FO0D. : '

The food which the immates received during the first zonths would have |
been insufficient and very Lad even if no hard vorz would had to have 'beje‘n dong,
For the first wonths half of the inmates hoad no breakfast at all; the other
half received a cup of wlack, unswe

cetened coffee, no food for enycne., .t
midiay there was one¢ litre of SWeGe soup.

A% night ong-seventh of o loaf of bruad per person and a little bit of
margarine,

after the first months ¢
the moming and at miduay a

°od iuproved, Yo had a little watery solip in
bread per man,

be tter soup. ot night a quarter of a loaf of
No specinl rations wers issued for heavy workers, ol
In our block in the last months we had sicty plates for 360 pecple and we

ugh time to feed in confort as our plates were nceded for the next

shift. Each one had a snoon, |

DLILY ROUTINE. '

: > : 4 - 0" - '..‘l -"
Reveille nt 0430 hours: bron}:f‘ast_ 0500 hours, . SR ey T

A certain number of people were left in enc
majority went out to the Works parade which too
Gach morning' in a11 weathers, till the
collect the Prisoners to lc.d then into
reached the factory at about 0650 hours.

W worked till 4
00Ut 1900 hours,  Duping the n Aoy iy
o lean or regt in any o | s et
barade which varied pe
Vere carried out afie '

AR Wt ERA T .
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The main work wis the lathe turming of wetel and fituings, blacksuith's
work and electro=-mnd oxy-acetylonc \n..luln’ ihis oceupied awbout 700 to L0OO
in the day shift nnd about 300 to LU0 in the xn_)x‘t shif't,

In February a number of inaatis were encaold in cler wring the bomb damnge
in WILHEIMSH VEN Lecause there was not enous h vork in the f‘.ctory. when the
people returned from the vomb clenring party, it was - cveryday occurence
that between 4 to 20 had ueen carrvicd Leeause they were cither Gead or in a
state of collapse.

GU.RDS.

There Were about 4 or 5 Geraan §5 men in the camp who were running the
camp. We were gunnied by apoproximetuly 60 French S. wen for the first 2%
months; these were replnced by Gorman Kriezsasrine-zuardsmen, Those peoplo
guarded us in the camp, escorted us to work and zuarded the factory. The
French S5 guaxds weérc armed with rifles and they used to administer blows on
the march to and from vork. The only time we hnd a chance to be in daylight
vas on Sunday afternoons, because during the weck we lef't before daybreak and
re turned after nizhtfall.

CLOTHING.

Clothingz consisted of: one shirt usually tattered; one pair of under-
pants thin as papexr; one pair of blue and white striped trousers; one blue
and white striped jacket; no overcoat; wooden soled canvas shoes; one blue
and white striped cap. For the work in the factory ve were given an overall,
which we had tc take off for the parnde. During the whole time I was in the
concentration camp I had only threce changes of Lma'.n,r—clothim I remember
that I received a set of underclothing just after Christmas which I was still
wearing when I was liberated at JELSEN, Thexe were no facilities for the
repair of clothin:,

In those four sarnent shirt, pants, jacket vnd trousers - we had to
parade. every day in the opvn and 1 distinetly rcaember the paradc on Christmas
Dey 194 for the issue of cigarettes. .t 1300 hours there were about 20°

Fehrenheit or - 12° Centizrade of frost, six inches of snow were on the ground
and icicles wexre hanzgin: frow the neihbolrin; huts. we stood to atwntion
for approximately five hours ia vur jarasnts, Some of us then received five
cigarcttes. Many persons died durin? the following days as a result of this
exposure,

whom.were brutﬁl to the prisoners, Onc uoulc‘ 8UU th"t thuy en;loycd lmpress:.nﬁ

their "mastecr race con;lux" on the prisoncrs,

.

: !lhen, We IS rv.ny forms of punishment, the =ost common of all
flogzing. Floz:ing vas clono by Gem-m lc-xpos on the's pot.
oecumnoes in the camp.’ st
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The typieal punishment for stoaliu; swedes Pray the.."éaﬁ}-zj"""'i*
as follows; the person wang made to zet mn a stonl in the o :
the arus stretched forward. Infco e¢ach h;mj Wa8 pat g largs
victim had to hold up, One s‘.:'cdc was put Nto bis wouth on w
bites, In this position he had to remain until he fell off the st
he was beaten and wade to et back on to the stosl $111 the ¥apo oo
thought it was enough. ohcerng ..
In any case a punishment for any particulir crine was very i cer‘tain,‘ :
For instance, a concentration canp inmate who stole a sweie Was ade tobmak
ice on the pond and was put into the water. I think he was dm'."med.,, but:
am not sure. ;

The heavy punishment vhich was iven for stealing from the kitchen or for
attempts to escape was done in public bLefore the whole camJ, Firq_t ARg
prisoner was beaten up, punched in the foce till he fell, and kicked about the
body until he gzot up azain, and this lasted For "wout ten minutes, it ‘the
end of that time he had a quarter of an hour's respite, while the others were
informed why he was being punished, That was translated into 8ix lanzuazres,
He wag then made to bend over and to take a floz Ang of 50 strokes or more,
Tnis punishment was usually given by the «apos, but on occasions the 83 leaders
Joined in ziving some extra strokes. <4goin the prisoner was given a )
rest while the camp was given a sermon as to what would happen to them af they
committed this type of offence, .t the end of this the prisoner was then
taken to a post outside Dlock 4, some twelve fect high, with a cross portion
at the top, in the form of a letier T, The victim's wrists were then tied
‘behind him and he was hanged by the wrists on to the cross portion of the post,
In this fashion two persons could hanz on the same posts  The length of time
during which he was suspended varied, and usually lasted for hours. He was
always removed prior to death to the camp Jail where hé wns kept will fed and

some fortnizht or thre: wocks later was sent 4o the central NEUMNG.dwdd caap.
to be finally hanged.

he was shot iu.ediately.
n he was placed in a promin

If anybody tried to escape on the uaarch
head was mutilated vy further shots and the 071
position s0 that all inmates could se. hia,  iost prouinently engayge

admdnis tering punishments were Wal tor SESCH, 3ail NITZ, Ernst PINGEL
NOW.X, while the 33 in chargze of the ¢

3

amp viatched qnd oncouraged f

oy

MEDIC.1 . RRNGEMENTS,

_ There was a camp infirmary, very inndeyuate at first
prisoners slept thrvc in one bed in 2 very saall roodly
Wos used.  'The hospital was 1un by thnue prisoncr doct
s they could urder the circuus tances, They weres
ISHOW (Russian),  _.»n 5., doctor visited the camp
fortnight. I wysclr was thre. tines a patient in
the hospital was most inadeguntely supolied wi
equipment which, of course, incrensed the mo
after return from work, the day shifh in &
in the morning, Nexe were periodic
unlnovn destination; T3 pat

, vihy

i

La

AENOWT \ ; ticnts e
¥ho suffered only from gensral cxhaus.
88 every patient had to show an pon o
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wm of Jrutality which I witncssed:

: People involv«:izl in these vorcs 55 Mann DRESCHIR, JEPSEN, wWalter ZESCH,
Ermst PINGED, Emcl MITZ, and, as far as I know, Paul NOZ

One casc concerned a young Frenchman from .LS CE in late Septeuber 134k,
the official interpreter in the infirmary. He hod been caught stealing tit-
bits of food from the pationts' plates. He was only 15 years old. I saw
him being driven intc Jlock 411 by Walter DESCH, Paul NOZLX and Ernst TINGEL,
Walter DESCH informed tho victim that he had committed an unfo zivable crime
by not only stealing from his comrades, but from his sick comrades., "For thaft
we shall make your punishment an cxample for the whole camp, First of all you
g?.lil'. be driven mad and only after 'this has becn achieved you will be made to

1C" e

APter having been thoroughly beaten the Dboy was tazen by the threc kapos
ard Sturmmann DRESCHER to the camp jail. The Doy was in the jail for one
week and he came ouf like a walking skcleton, raving made I could observe
that his blankets werc taken out every cvenini ond thorouzhly wettcd before he
got them back. The four persons mentioned uscd 0 2o into the Jjail threc
times a day, #nat precisely cccurrcd I do not know. ihen the boy came out
he had a horror of spoons; as soor as he sow one he would zo into a mad fit
so that he could not be fed normilly. e suspected that in the bunker he
had becn fed with heated spoons. e was made to work in the factory on the
heavy press where hc had to co eve rythinz at the double, He died at the end
of a fortnight in a mad fit,.

DESCH was chiefly responsible for this incident as it was his idea to
drive the boy mad, and he rcccilved every encoura;ement froa the 8S sersonnel,

it the end of Septeuber 1344 -n 13 year old Ruszisn fell asleep during
the night shift and left his Grilling machine runaing, This danaged the base
plates of the drilling machinc. This, I was told by the workers of the
might shif't. =3

1 rcooznise the wuachine on the pictures marked Bxhibits 's! and 'D! now
shoen me, .

DRESCHER insisted that this Russian should be hanged and had him sent to
NEUENG.J&E with a rccomuwndation that he should be hanged., One month later
he was retumed to thc camp with the necessary papers ordering his hanging in
public. The rumour in the camp was DRESCHER was instrumental in bringing
about this hanzing, The prisoner was led into the factory by DRESCHER to be

hanged in front of his drilling maching, He was act“allyhansedby‘ﬂalter
D5 CH, S diearcizinaon S

\alter JBSCH was continuously secn beating concentration camp inmates

with any of the threc weapons I mentioned above, i.Ce nibberhoaq,elec'tJiU

cable or spliced rops emd,, I camnot give any incidents because they wore
much too numerous. He was the worst character in the camp.

; = = n
Paul NO#iK: the following incident ;ives o o34 illustration of NOWAK!
character; - s _ ) ' |




; : 2 who Vel nf'ortun.tc eno

" o" (Room:10)e  Ptople who were ;mt‘o:t unito o

“;‘;’;’}‘;wg,?t 1(} ?i ~..°en)% Jdaost certain to die as a ;msu’&-tzg
P i :

treatuent.

Emil NITZy He was reputed to hwwe beaten .vuvpe%
NEUENG..0E before he came to our caups. Ipersc,nallys
persons to death at WILHELMSILWVEN,  fhe first. onG vias a
drow from the infirmaxy, Leat him ‘thorol.xghl}' andsentbaok the
Jew never recovered consciousness and died two hours later,
in February 1945.

In the infirmary he beat up another Jew who also dicd asaresulg‘

The third victin was a French universi ty stud(:,»nt;-, a g,o‘od;; frlenﬁof”
Because somebody hald stolen a pair of bLoots from him he Was given 1! :
by NITZ, 'The Frenchman died the next daye - There were 80 zmany
that it is impossible to give details.

A

Emst PINGEL: He was not such a bad character as thc.‘o-;i;he_rs'-,,;;’é;h&};‘,'_';‘. to
lose his temper before he flozzed anyone, On such

occasions, hovever, he
would floz severely. He played a proainent part in 1nc:.dents which. took el
place in the jail and also in the hanzing of cen by the wrists on the T pogt. Ll
e kapos .lbert SCHMIDT and JURP wire slso ken on severe flog ings and
other punishments desizned to lower the tonc of health of _the':fé;*is’c;»nérs.gg -

SWORN by the saia Deponent, Harold Osmon’ IR DRUTLLENSC, leuﬁta'fily
2D OEYNH.USEN, on 7th .oril 145, before 4o, Captain inton falies

General List, of War Crimes Investization Unit a0, detniled by
Jritish irty of the Rhine, ' T BRR ==
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